
‭JSTOR.ONLINE‬ ‭Europeans24 Media Ltd.‬

‭The Criminological Nexus: Japanese Pornography, Rape, and‬

‭Societal Dynamics‬

‭Abstract‬

‭This‬‭article‬‭provides‬‭a‬‭criminological‬‭analysis‬‭of‬‭the‬‭complicated‬‭relationship‬‭that‬‭exists‬‭between‬

‭pornography,‬ ‭specifically‬ ‭Japanese-made‬ ‭pornography,‬‭and‬‭rape‬‭in‬‭Japan.‬‭It‬‭critically‬‭examines‬

‭the‬ ‭unique‬ ‭characteristics‬ ‭of‬ ‭Japanese‬ ‭adult‬ ‭video‬ ‭(AV)‬ ‭and‬ ‭hentai‬‭,‬ ‭including‬ ‭historical‬

‭censorship,‬ ‭distinctive‬ ‭genres,‬ ‭and‬ ‭the‬ ‭complex‬ ‭issues‬‭surrounding‬‭consent‬‭within‬‭the‬‭industry,‬

‭which‬ ‭often‬ ‭involve‬ ‭cultural‬ ‭scripts‬‭and‬‭manipulative‬‭practices.‬‭The‬‭report‬‭then‬‭delves‬‭into‬‭the‬

‭pervasive‬ ‭underreporting‬ ‭of‬ ‭rape‬ ‭and‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭violence‬ ‭in‬ ‭Japan,‬ ‭highlighting‬ ‭the‬ ‭significant‬

‭"justice‬ ‭gap"‬ ‭and‬ ‭the‬ ‭influence‬ ‭of‬ ‭gender‬ ‭bias‬ ‭and‬ ‭"perceptual‬ ‭fault‬ ‭lines"‬ ‭within‬ ‭the‬ ‭legal‬

‭system.‬ ‭Drawing‬ ‭upon‬ ‭key‬ ‭criminological‬ ‭theories‬ ‭such‬ ‭as‬ ‭social‬ ‭learning,‬‭cultivation,‬‭and‬‭the‬

‭confluence‬‭model,‬‭it‬‭explores‬‭how‬‭media‬‭consumption‬‭might‬‭influence‬‭attitudes‬‭towards‬‭sexual‬

‭aggression.‬ ‭Crucially,‬ ‭the‬ ‭article‬ ‭presents‬ ‭empirical‬ ‭evidence‬ ‭from‬ ‭Japan‬ ‭that‬ ‭challenges‬

‭simplistic‬‭causal‬‭links,‬‭noting‬‭historical‬‭correlations‬‭between‬‭increased‬‭pornography‬‭availability‬

‭and‬ ‭decreased‬ ‭sex‬ ‭crime‬ ‭rates.‬ ‭It‬ ‭further‬ ‭discusses‬ ‭the‬ ‭contentious‬ ‭public‬ ‭debates‬ ‭surrounding‬

‭virtual‬‭child‬‭pornography‬‭in‬‭Japan,‬‭balancing‬‭freedom‬‭of‬‭expression‬‭against‬‭concerns‬‭for‬‭societal‬

‭harm.‬‭By‬‭distinguishing‬‭consensual‬‭sexual‬‭practices‬‭from‬‭non-consensual‬‭violence,‬‭this‬‭analysis‬

‭offers‬ ‭a‬ ‭nuanced‬ ‭understanding‬ ‭of‬ ‭the‬ ‭socio-legal‬ ‭dynamics‬ ‭at‬ ‭play,‬‭providing‬‭implications‬‭for‬

‭future criminological research and policy interventions in Japan.‬
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‭1. Introduction: Contextualizing Pornography and Sexual Violence in Japan‬

‭The‬ ‭relationship‬ ‭between‬ ‭pornography‬ ‭and‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭violence‬ ‭has‬ ‭long‬ ‭been‬ ‭a‬ ‭subject‬ ‭of‬ ‭intense‬

‭global‬ ‭debate,‬ ‭characterized‬ ‭by‬ ‭conflicting‬ ‭empirical‬ ‭findings‬ ‭and‬ ‭theoretical‬ ‭interpretations.‬

‭Across‬‭various‬‭societies,‬‭researchers‬‭and‬‭policymakers‬‭have‬‭grappled‬‭with‬‭whether‬‭exposure‬‭to‬

‭pornographic‬ ‭material,‬ ‭particularly‬ ‭that‬ ‭depicting‬ ‭violence,‬ ‭contributes‬ ‭to‬ ‭real-world‬ ‭sexual‬

‭aggression.‬ ‭For‬ ‭instance,‬ ‭early‬ ‭commissions‬ ‭in‬ ‭the‬ ‭United‬ ‭States,‬ ‭such‬ ‭as‬ ‭the‬‭1970‬‭President's‬

‭Commission‬ ‭concluded‬ ‭that‬ ‭no‬ ‭demonstrable‬ ‭causal‬ ‭link‬ ‭could‬ ‭be‬ ‭established‬ ‭between‬

‭pornography‬ ‭and‬ ‭rape‬ ‭or‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭assault‬ ‭for‬ ‭either‬ ‭adults‬ ‭or‬ ‭juveniles.‬‭1‬ ‭In‬ ‭contrast,‬ ‭the‬ ‭1986‬

‭Attorney‬ ‭General's‬ ‭Commission,‬ ‭appointed‬ ‭by‬ ‭President‬ ‭Ronald‬ ‭Reagan,‬ ‭asserted‬ ‭that‬

‭"substantial‬‭exposure‬‭to‬‭sexually‬‭violent‬‭materials...‬‭bears‬‭a‬‭causal‬‭relationship‬‭to‬‭antisocial‬‭acts‬

‭of‬‭sexual‬‭violence".‬‭1‬ ‭Subsequent‬‭nationwide‬‭studies‬‭in‬‭the‬‭U.S.‬‭have‬‭continued‬‭to‬‭yield‬‭divergent‬

‭conclusions,‬‭with‬‭some‬‭finding‬‭no‬‭strong‬‭evidence‬‭of‬‭an‬‭association‬‭between‬‭the‬‭circulation‬‭rates‬

‭of‬‭pornographic‬‭magazines‬‭and‬‭rape‬‭rates.‬‭1‬ ‭This‬‭ongoing‬‭academic‬‭discourse,‬‭marked‬‭by‬‭its‬‭lack‬

‭of‬ ‭a‬ ‭monolithic‬ ‭consensus,‬ ‭underscores‬ ‭the‬ ‭necessity‬ ‭for‬ ‭a‬ ‭nuanced‬ ‭and‬ ‭context-specific‬

‭examination of this complex issue, particularly when analyzing distinct cultural landscapes.‬

‭Japan‬‭presents‬‭a‬‭unique‬‭and‬‭compelling‬‭case‬‭study‬‭in‬‭this‬‭global‬‭discussion.‬‭Its‬‭cultural‬‭and‬‭legal‬

‭landscape‬ ‭concerning‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭media‬ ‭differs‬ ‭significantly‬ ‭from‬ ‭Western‬ ‭contexts.‬ ‭Historically,‬

‭Japan‬‭has‬‭maintained‬‭traditions‬‭of‬‭male‬‭prerogative‬‭and‬‭female‬‭subservience,‬‭alongside‬‭a‬‭period‬

‭of‬‭legal‬‭prostitution‬‭post-World‬‭War‬‭II.‬‭1‬ ‭Since‬‭the‬‭1980s,‬‭Japanese‬‭popular‬‭culture,‬‭including‬‭its‬

‭diverse‬‭genres‬‭of‬‭pornography‬‭and‬‭violent‬‭media,‬‭has‬‭expanded‬‭globally,‬‭often‬‭characterized‬‭by‬

‭an aesthetic centered on "cuteness" or‬

‭moé‬ ‭characters‬ ‭and‬ ‭pervasive‬ ‭fantasy‬ ‭elements.‬‭2‬ ‭The‬ ‭distinct‬ ‭cultural‬ ‭factors‬ ‭present‬ ‭in‬ ‭Japan‬

‭suggest‬‭that‬‭the‬‭dynamics‬‭between‬‭pornography‬‭and‬‭sexual‬‭violence‬‭may‬‭not‬‭align‬‭directly‬‭with‬

‭models‬‭derived‬‭from‬‭Western‬‭societies.‬‭A‬‭thorough‬‭criminological‬‭analysis‬‭must‬‭therefore‬‭delve‬

‭into‬ ‭these‬‭Japanese-specific‬‭characteristics,‬‭avoiding‬‭broad‬‭generalizations‬‭and‬‭instead‬‭focusing‬
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‭on localized empirical evidence and cultural influences.‬

‭The‬ ‭scope‬ ‭of‬ ‭this‬ ‭report‬ ‭is‬ ‭to‬ ‭provide‬ ‭a‬ ‭critical‬ ‭criminological‬ ‭analysis‬ ‭of‬ ‭the‬ ‭relationship‬

‭between‬ ‭pornography,‬ ‭specifically‬ ‭that‬ ‭produced‬ ‭in‬ ‭Japan,‬ ‭and‬ ‭rape‬ ‭within‬ ‭the‬ ‭country.‬ ‭This‬

‭analysis‬ ‭will‬ ‭draw‬ ‭upon‬ ‭a‬ ‭critical‬ ‭criminological‬ ‭perspective,‬ ‭which‬ ‭seeks‬ ‭to‬ ‭understand‬ ‭how‬

‭various‬ ‭forms‬ ‭of‬‭sexual‬‭media‬‭might‬‭contribute‬‭to‬‭woman‬‭abuse‬‭in‬‭intimate‬‭relationships.‬‭3‬ ‭It‬‭is‬

‭crucial‬‭to‬‭establish‬‭a‬‭clear‬‭distinction‬‭between‬‭consensual‬‭sexual‬‭practices,‬‭such‬‭as‬‭BDSM,‬‭and‬

‭non-consensual‬ ‭acts‬ ‭like‬ ‭rape.‬ ‭BDSM,‬ ‭an‬ ‭umbrella‬ ‭term‬ ‭encompassing‬ ‭bondage,‬ ‭discipline,‬

‭dominance,‬ ‭submission,‬ ‭sadism,‬ ‭and‬ ‭masochism,‬ ‭is‬ ‭fundamentally‬ ‭defined‬ ‭by‬‭explicit‬‭consent,‬

‭negotiation,‬‭and‬‭adherence‬‭to‬‭safety‬‭protocols.‬‭4‬ ‭Research‬‭indicates‬‭that‬‭participation‬‭in‬‭BDSM‬‭is‬

‭often‬ ‭associated‬ ‭with‬ ‭positive‬ ‭psychological‬ ‭outcomes,‬ ‭including‬ ‭increased‬ ‭trust,‬

‭communication,‬‭self-discovery,‬‭and‬‭higher‬‭secure‬‭attachment‬‭styles‬‭among‬‭practitioners.‬‭8‬ ‭These‬

‭consensual‬‭practices‬‭are‬‭inherently‬‭different‬‭from‬‭rape,‬‭which‬‭is‬‭characterized‬‭by‬‭the‬‭absence‬‭of‬

‭consent‬‭and‬‭constitutes‬‭a‬‭criminal‬‭act‬‭of‬‭sexual‬‭violence.‬‭4‬ ‭The‬‭extensive‬‭body‬‭of‬‭BDSM-related‬

‭material‬ ‭available‬ ‭primarily‬ ‭focuses‬ ‭on‬ ‭these‬ ‭consensual‬ ‭dynamics‬ ‭and‬ ‭is‬ ‭thus‬ ‭not‬ ‭directly‬

‭applicable to the criminological study of rape, which is the central focus here.‬

‭2. The Landscape of Japanese Pornography: Characteristics and Controversies‬

‭Defining Japanese Adult Video (JAV) and‬‭Hentai‬

‭In‬‭Japan,‬‭pornographic‬‭films‬‭are‬‭commonly‬‭referred‬‭to‬‭as‬‭"adult‬‭videos"‬‭(AV),‬‭and‬‭the‬‭industry‬

‭itself‬ ‭is‬ ‭known‬ ‭as‬ ‭Japanese‬ ‭Adult‬ ‭Video‬ ‭(JAV).‬‭21‬ ‭Beyond‬ ‭live-action‬ ‭productions,‬ ‭animated‬

‭pornography‬ ‭holds‬ ‭a‬ ‭significant‬ ‭place‬ ‭in‬ ‭Japanese‬ ‭media.‬ ‭These‬ ‭animated‬ ‭works‬ ‭are‬ ‭locally‬

‭termed "adult anime" or "erotic animation" (‬

‭ero‬ ‭anime‬‭),‬ ‭though‬ ‭they‬ ‭are‬ ‭widely‬ ‭recognized‬ ‭internationally‬ ‭by‬ ‭the‬ ‭portmanteau‬ ‭hentai‬‭.‬‭The‬

‭landscape‬ ‭of‬ ‭Japanese‬ ‭pornography‬ ‭also‬ ‭includes‬ ‭pornographic‬ ‭manga‬ ‭(comics)‬ ‭and‬ ‭computer‬

‭games,‬ ‭often‬ ‭referred‬ ‭to‬ ‭as‬ ‭eroge‬‭.‬‭21‬ ‭This‬ ‭diverse‬ ‭range‬ ‭of‬ ‭formats‬ ‭contributes‬ ‭to‬ ‭the‬ ‭unique‬

‭character of Japanese sexual media.‬

‭Historical and Current Censorship Practices‬
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‭Japanese‬ ‭pornography‬ ‭is‬ ‭distinctly‬ ‭shaped‬ ‭by‬ ‭its‬ ‭historical‬ ‭and‬ ‭ongoing‬ ‭censorship‬ ‭laws.‬ ‭The‬

‭Penal‬ ‭Code‬ ‭of‬ ‭Japan,‬ ‭specifically‬ ‭Article‬ ‭175,‬ ‭has‬ ‭contained‬ ‭provisions‬ ‭against‬ ‭"indecent‬

‭material"‬ ‭since‬ ‭its‬ ‭inclusion‬ ‭in‬ ‭1907,‬ ‭and‬ ‭these‬ ‭laws‬ ‭have‬ ‭remained‬ ‭largely‬ ‭unchanged.‬‭21‬ ‭This‬

‭legislation‬ ‭mandates‬ ‭the‬ ‭censorship‬ ‭of‬ ‭genitals‬ ‭in‬ ‭all‬ ‭lawfully‬ ‭produced‬ ‭pornography,‬ ‭a‬

‭requirement that extends to the graphics found in‬

‭hentai‬ ‭manga,‬ ‭video‬ ‭games,‬‭and‬‭anime.‬‭21‬ ‭Until‬‭the‬‭mid-1990s,‬‭even‬‭the‬‭depiction‬‭of‬‭pubic‬‭hair‬

‭was‬‭subject‬‭to‬‭censorship.‬‭While‬‭anuses‬‭are‬‭only‬‭censored‬‭at‬‭the‬‭point‬‭of‬‭contact‬‭or‬‭penetration,‬

‭the‬ ‭pervasive‬ ‭pixelization‬ ‭of‬ ‭genitalia‬ ‭remains‬ ‭a‬ ‭routine‬ ‭practice‬ ‭in‬ ‭video‬ ‭pornography,‬ ‭with‬

‭varying degrees of censorship applied to the penis.‬‭21‬ ‭The historical practice of‬

‭maebari‬‭,‬ ‭or‬ ‭'front‬ ‭patch,'‬ ‭involved‬ ‭using‬ ‭adhesive‬ ‭tape‬ ‭or‬ ‭bandage-like‬ ‭coverings‬ ‭to‬ ‭obscure‬

‭pubic‬‭hair,‬‭a‬‭method‬‭employed‬‭by‬‭filmmakers‬‭to‬‭comply‬‭with‬‭censorship‬‭requirements‬‭and‬‭avoid‬

‭costly‬‭reshoots,‬‭though‬‭it‬‭has‬‭since‬‭fallen‬‭out‬‭of‬‭use‬‭with‬‭the‬‭popularity‬‭of‬‭pubic‬‭hair‬‭removal‬‭by‬

‭shaving.‬‭21‬

‭The‬ ‭strict‬ ‭censorship,‬ ‭particularly‬ ‭the‬ ‭pixelization‬ ‭of‬ ‭genitalia‬ ‭and‬ ‭the‬ ‭historical‬ ‭ban‬ ‭on‬ ‭pubic‬

‭hair,‬ ‭has‬ ‭had‬ ‭a‬ ‭profound‬ ‭impact‬ ‭on‬ ‭the‬ ‭content‬ ‭of‬ ‭Japanese‬ ‭pornography.‬ ‭This‬ ‭regulatory‬

‭environment‬ ‭has,‬ ‭perhaps‬ ‭paradoxically,‬ ‭driven‬ ‭the‬ ‭industry‬ ‭towards‬ ‭the‬ ‭development‬ ‭of‬ ‭more‬

‭extreme‬ ‭or‬ ‭specific‬ ‭fetishistic‬ ‭content.‬ ‭To‬ ‭maintain‬ ‭erotic‬ ‭appeal‬ ‭without‬ ‭explicitly‬ ‭showing‬

‭forbidden‬ ‭acts,‬ ‭creators‬ ‭often‬ ‭emphasize‬ ‭non-genital‬ ‭forms‬ ‭of‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭expression‬ ‭or‬ ‭delve‬ ‭into‬

‭psychological‬ ‭dynamics.‬ ‭This‬ ‭regulatory‬ ‭pressure‬ ‭can‬ ‭lead‬ ‭to‬ ‭a‬ ‭focus‬ ‭on‬ ‭other‬ ‭body‬ ‭parts,‬

‭non-explicit‬ ‭acts,‬ ‭or‬ ‭power‬ ‭dynamics,‬ ‭potentially‬ ‭contributing‬ ‭to‬ ‭the‬ ‭"othering"‬ ‭or‬

‭hyper-sexualization‬ ‭of‬ ‭certain‬ ‭non-genital‬ ‭aspects‬ ‭of‬ ‭the‬ ‭body‬ ‭or‬ ‭power‬ ‭dynamics‬ ‭within‬ ‭the‬

‭content.‬ ‭Ethical‬ ‭associations‬ ‭like‬ ‭the‬ ‭Nihon‬ ‭Ethics‬ ‭of‬ ‭Video‬ ‭Association‬ ‭and‬ ‭the‬ ‭Ethics‬

‭Organization‬ ‭of‬ ‭Computer‬ ‭Software‬ ‭provide‬ ‭further‬ ‭guidance‬ ‭on‬ ‭acceptable‬ ‭video‬ ‭production,‬

‭indicating a self-regulatory layer within the industry.‬‭21‬

‭Unique Genres and Their Content, Including Depictions of Non-Consensual Acts‬

‭Japanese‬ ‭pornography‬ ‭explores‬ ‭a‬ ‭broad‬ ‭spectrum‬ ‭of‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭acts,‬ ‭encompassing‬ ‭heterosexual,‬

‭homosexual,‬ ‭and‬ ‭transgender‬ ‭themes,‬ ‭alongside‬ ‭a‬ ‭notable‬ ‭array‬ ‭of‬ ‭unique‬ ‭fetishes‬ ‭and‬
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‭paraphilias.‬‭21‬ ‭The development of distinct Japanese genres, such as‬

‭bukkake‬ ‭(group‬ ‭ejaculation),‬ ‭gokkun‬ ‭(consuming‬ ‭semen),‬ ‭omorashi‬ ‭(needing‬ ‭to‬ ‭urinate),‬ ‭and‬

‭tentacle‬ ‭erotica,‬ ‭can‬ ‭be‬ ‭partly‬ ‭attributed‬ ‭to‬ ‭efforts‬ ‭to‬ ‭circumvent‬ ‭censorship‬ ‭while‬ ‭catering‬ ‭to‬

‭specific niche interests.‬‭21‬

‭However,‬ ‭a‬ ‭more‬ ‭concerning‬ ‭aspect‬ ‭of‬ ‭Japanese‬ ‭pornography,‬ ‭particularly‬ ‭within‬ ‭hentai‬‭,‬

‭involves‬ ‭themes‬ ‭that‬ ‭raise‬ ‭significant‬ ‭criminological‬ ‭questions.‬ ‭Hentai‬ ‭frequently‬ ‭incorporates‬

‭paedophilic‬ ‭themes,‬ ‭often‬ ‭featuring‬ ‭lolis‬ ‭(young‬ ‭girls)‬ ‭and‬ ‭shotacon‬ ‭(young‬ ‭boys),‬ ‭alongside‬

‭teacher-student‬ ‭rape‬ ‭fantasies,‬ ‭incest,‬ ‭and‬‭sexual‬‭grooming‬‭scenarios.‬‭22‬ ‭A‬‭particularly‬‭troubling‬

‭characteristic in‬

‭hentai‬‭is‬‭the‬‭portrayal‬‭of‬‭rape‬‭where‬‭a‬‭character's‬‭"no"‬‭is‬‭depicted‬‭as‬‭implicitly‬‭meaning‬‭"yes".‬‭22‬

‭This‬ ‭"no‬ ‭means‬ ‭yes"‬ ‭trope‬ ‭is‬ ‭widely‬ ‭regarded‬ ‭as‬ ‭a‬ ‭detrimental‬ ‭influence‬ ‭on‬ ‭mass‬ ‭media.‬‭22‬

‭Furthermore,‬

‭hentai‬ ‭visuals‬ ‭often‬ ‭sexualize‬ ‭women's‬ ‭tears‬ ‭during‬ ‭penetration,‬ ‭hyper-sexualize‬ ‭breasts,‬ ‭and‬

‭render other body parts into extreme caricatures.‬‭22‬

‭The‬‭prevalence‬‭of‬‭"no‬‭means‬‭yes"‬‭tropes‬‭and‬‭sexualized‬‭tears‬‭in‬‭hentai‬‭directly‬‭reinforces‬‭what‬

‭criminologists‬ ‭refer‬ ‭to‬ ‭as‬ ‭"perceptual‬ ‭fault‬ ‭lines"‬ ‭and‬ ‭gender‬ ‭bias‬ ‭in‬ ‭understanding‬ ‭consent.‬‭23‬

‭When‬‭media‬‭consistently‬‭portrays‬‭a‬‭refusal‬‭as‬‭an‬‭invitation‬‭or‬‭a‬‭sign‬‭of‬‭pleasure,‬‭it‬‭can‬‭cultivate‬

‭a‬ ‭false‬ ‭understanding‬ ‭of‬ ‭consent‬ ‭among‬ ‭viewers.‬ ‭This‬ ‭contributes‬ ‭to‬ ‭a‬ ‭societal‬ ‭climate‬ ‭where‬

‭male‬‭interpretations‬‭of‬‭a‬‭situation‬‭are‬‭prioritized,‬‭and‬‭female‬‭expressions‬‭of‬‭discomfort‬‭or‬‭refusal‬

‭are‬ ‭dismissed‬ ‭or‬ ‭reinterpreted.‬ ‭This‬ ‭is‬ ‭not‬ ‭merely‬‭an‬‭issue‬‭of‬‭individual‬‭media‬‭consumption;‬‭it‬

‭pertains‬ ‭to‬ ‭the‬ ‭broader‬ ‭cultural‬ ‭messaging‬ ‭that‬‭shapes‬‭societal‬‭norms‬‭around‬‭sexual‬‭interaction‬

‭and‬ ‭consent.‬ ‭Such‬ ‭portrayals‬ ‭have‬ ‭profound‬ ‭criminological‬ ‭implications,‬ ‭potentially‬ ‭fostering‬

‭victim-blaming‬ ‭attitudes‬‭and‬‭contributing‬‭to‬‭the‬‭underreporting‬‭of‬‭sexual‬‭assault,‬‭as‬‭individuals‬

‭within the justice system may also be influenced by these pervasive cultural narratives.‬

‭Issues of Involuntary Consent and Social Stigma within the AV Industry‬

‭The‬ ‭Japanese‬ ‭AV‬ ‭industry‬ ‭has‬ ‭been‬ ‭embroiled‬ ‭in‬ ‭significant‬ ‭controversy‬ ‭surrounding‬ ‭"Forced‬
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‭AV‬‭Performance"‬‭(AV‬‭出‬‭演‬‭強‬‭要),‬‭a‬‭practice‬‭recognized‬‭by‬‭both‬‭the‬‭Japanese‬‭media‬‭and‬‭the‬‭U.S.‬

‭Department‬‭of‬‭State‬‭as‬‭a‬‭human‬‭rights‬‭violation‬‭and‬‭a‬‭form‬‭of‬‭human‬‭trafficking,‬‭respectively.‬‭24‬

‭A‬ ‭key‬ ‭factor‬ ‭contributing‬ ‭to‬ ‭this‬‭issue‬‭is‬‭the‬‭underlying‬‭assumption‬‭by‬‭talent‬‭agencies‬‭that‬‭"no‬

‭woman‬ ‭will‬ ‭100‬ ‭percent‬ ‭voluntarily‬ ‭take‬ ‭off‬ ‭her‬ ‭clothes‬ ‭and‬ ‭have‬ ‭sex‬ ‭on‬ ‭camera".‬‭24‬ ‭This‬

‭assumption‬ ‭drives‬ ‭agencies‬ ‭to‬ ‭employ‬ ‭manipulative‬ ‭recruitment‬ ‭tactics.‬ ‭For‬‭instance,‬‭actresses‬

‭may‬ ‭feign‬ ‭shyness‬‭or‬‭lack‬‭of‬‭sexual‬‭experience,‬‭not‬‭because‬‭it‬‭reflects‬‭their‬‭true‬‭intentions,‬‭but‬

‭because‬ ‭it‬ ‭is‬ ‭culturally‬ ‭expected‬ ‭and‬ ‭highly‬ ‭commodified‬ ‭within‬ ‭the‬ ‭industry,‬ ‭where‬

‭"inexperienced"‬ ‭women‬ ‭are‬ ‭assigned‬ ‭greater‬ ‭value.‬‭24‬ ‭This‬ ‭dynamic‬ ‭highlights‬ ‭how‬‭AV,‬‭though‬

‭presented‬‭as‬‭a‬‭reality‬‭show,‬‭is‬‭ultimately‬‭a‬‭work‬‭of‬‭fiction,‬‭with‬‭observed‬‭behavior‬‭on‬‭screen‬‭not‬

‭necessarily‬‭reflecting‬‭genuine‬‭intent.‬‭24‬ ‭The‬‭industry's‬‭desire‬‭for‬‭"high‬‭spec"‬‭women—those‬‭with‬

‭beauty‬‭and‬‭"respectable"‬‭traits—who‬‭are‬‭less‬‭likely‬‭to‬‭voluntarily‬‭engage‬‭in‬‭such‬‭acts,‬‭creates‬‭a‬

‭gap‬ ‭between‬ ‭agency‬ ‭demand‬ ‭and‬ ‭applicant‬ ‭pool,‬ ‭further‬ ‭incentivizing‬ ‭manipulative‬

‭recruitment.‬‭24‬

‭Even‬ ‭with‬ ‭legal‬ ‭requirements,‬‭such‬‭as‬‭videotaping‬‭the‬‭entire‬‭contracting‬‭process‬‭where‬‭women‬

‭read‬ ‭and‬ ‭consent‬ ‭to‬‭contracts‬‭on‬‭camera,‬‭manipulation‬‭persists.‬‭24‬ ‭This‬‭practice‬‭primarily‬‭serves‬

‭to‬‭protect‬‭the‬‭companies'‬‭interests,‬‭as‬‭it‬‭does‬‭not‬‭reveal‬‭the‬‭coercive‬‭circumstances‬‭leading‬‭to‬‭the‬

‭signing‬‭or‬‭the‬‭full,‬‭long-term‬‭consequences‬‭for‬‭the‬‭individual.‬‭This‬‭creates‬‭what‬‭has‬‭been‬‭termed‬

‭an‬ ‭"intentional‬ ‭unknowing,"‬ ‭where‬ ‭parties,‬ ‭including‬ ‭companies,‬ ‭selectively‬ ‭acknowledge‬

‭information‬ ‭that‬ ‭serves‬ ‭their‬ ‭interests.‬‭24‬ ‭Japanese‬ ‭cultural‬ ‭ethics,‬ ‭which‬ ‭prioritize‬ ‭social‬

‭relationships‬‭and‬‭conflict-aversion,‬‭also‬‭play‬‭a‬‭significant‬‭role‬‭in‬‭enabling‬‭exploitation‬‭within‬‭the‬

‭AV‬‭industry.‬‭This‬‭cultural‬‭emphasis‬‭can‬‭inhibit‬‭actresses‬‭from‬‭communicating‬‭discomfort‬‭before‬

‭and‬‭during‬‭filming.‬‭While‬‭selflessness‬‭and‬‭humility‬‭are‬‭valued‬‭aspects‬‭of‬‭Japanese‬‭culture,‬‭they‬

‭can be exploited within this context.‬

‭The‬ ‭concept‬ ‭of‬ ‭"culturally‬ ‭scripted‬ ‭eroticism"‬ ‭is‬ ‭central‬ ‭to‬ ‭understanding‬ ‭these‬ ‭dynamics.‬

‭Historically,‬ ‭women's‬ ‭shyness‬ ‭has‬ ‭been‬ ‭woven‬ ‭into‬ ‭the‬ ‭male‬ ‭fantasy‬ ‭narrative,‬ ‭making‬ ‭the‬

‭transition‬ ‭from‬ ‭shyness‬ ‭to‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭expression‬ ‭appealing‬ ‭to‬ ‭the‬ ‭male‬ ‭ego.‬‭24‬ ‭This‬‭gendered‬‭script‬

‭shapes‬‭heterosexual‬‭eroticism‬‭and‬‭promotes‬‭male‬‭chauvinism,‬‭where‬‭a‬‭woman's‬‭intelligence‬‭can‬

‭even‬‭be‬‭perceived‬‭as‬‭a‬‭"turn-off"‬‭for‬‭male‬‭viewers.‬‭24‬ ‭This‬‭leads‬‭to‬‭a‬‭stark‬‭sexual‬‭double‬‭standard,‬
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‭more‬‭pronounced‬‭in‬‭Japan,‬‭where‬‭women‬‭are‬‭often‬‭categorized‬‭as‬‭either‬‭respectable‬‭or‬‭"whores,"‬

‭a‬‭labeling‬‭not‬‭typically‬‭applied‬‭to‬‭men.‬‭This‬‭societal‬‭expectation‬‭compels‬‭women‬‭to‬‭conform‬‭to‬

‭existing‬ ‭logic‬ ‭and‬ ‭expectations,‬ ‭navigating‬ ‭their‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭and‬ ‭other‬ ‭interests‬ ‭while‬ ‭striving‬ ‭to‬

‭maintain their respectable citizen status.‬‭24‬

‭The‬ ‭social‬ ‭stigma‬ ‭associated‬ ‭with‬ ‭being‬ ‭an‬‭AV‬‭actress‬‭is‬‭a‬‭powerful‬‭and‬‭profoundly‬‭damaging‬

‭factor,‬ ‭often‬ ‭overshadowing‬ ‭any‬ ‭potential‬ ‭for‬ ‭trustworthy‬ ‭relationships‬ ‭between‬ ‭agencies‬ ‭and‬

‭women.‬ ‭The‬ ‭"consequences‬ ‭like‬ ‭social‬ ‭stigma,‬ ‭discrimination‬ ‭and‬ ‭lifelong‬ ‭threats‬ ‭complicate‬

‭what‬‭AV‬‭actresses‬‭exactly‬‭consent‬‭to".‬‭24‬ ‭The‬‭most‬‭severe‬‭aspect‬‭of‬‭this‬‭stigma‬‭is‬‭the‬‭potential‬‭for‬

‭one's‬ ‭children‬ ‭and‬ ‭grandchildren‬ ‭to‬ ‭discover‬ ‭an‬ ‭old‬ ‭video,‬ ‭or‬ ‭the‬‭individual‬‭experiencing‬‭deep‬

‭embarrassment‬‭about‬‭their‬‭past‬‭due‬‭to‬‭this‬‭pervasive‬‭societal‬‭judgment.‬‭This‬‭social‬‭pressure‬‭can‬

‭effectively‬ ‭"trump‬ ‭trustworthy‬ ‭relationships"‬ ‭and‬ ‭be‬ ‭"very‬ ‭damaging".‬‭24‬ ‭This‬ ‭demonstrates‬ ‭a‬

‭systemic‬ ‭form‬ ‭of‬ ‭"involuntary‬ ‭consent"‬ ‭or‬ ‭an‬ ‭"illusion‬ ‭of‬ ‭choice"‬ ‭that‬ ‭operates‬ ‭within‬ ‭a‬

‭seemingly‬‭legal‬‭framework.‬‭It‬‭highlights‬‭a‬‭profound‬‭criminological‬‭issue‬‭of‬‭exploitation,‬‭where‬

‭cultural‬ ‭scripts‬ ‭(e.g.,‬ ‭commodification‬‭of‬‭inexperience,‬‭emphasis‬‭on‬‭shyness)‬‭and‬‭social‬‭stigma‬

‭are‬‭weaponized‬‭to‬‭extract‬‭"consent."‬‭This‬‭suggests‬‭that‬‭legal‬‭reforms‬‭alone‬‭may‬‭struggle‬‭to‬‭fully‬

‭address‬ ‭the‬ ‭underlying‬ ‭exploitative‬ ‭dynamics,‬ ‭as‬ ‭the‬ ‭social‬ ‭environment‬ ‭continues‬ ‭to‬ ‭exert‬

‭immense pressure on individuals.‬

‭3. Rape and Sexual Violence in Japan: A Criminological Overview‬

‭Official‬ ‭Statistics‬ ‭vs.‬ ‭Reality:‬ ‭The‬ ‭Significant‬ ‭Issue‬ ‭of‬ ‭Underreporting‬ ‭and‬ ‭Caseload‬

‭Attrition‬

‭Japan‬‭is‬‭frequently‬‭cited‬‭globally‬‭for‬‭its‬‭remarkably‬‭low‬‭rape‬‭rates,‬‭with‬‭official‬‭police‬‭statistics‬

‭often‬ ‭claiming‬ ‭an‬ ‭impressive‬ ‭97%‬ ‭solve‬ ‭rate‬ ‭for‬ ‭such‬ ‭cases.‬‭25‬ ‭However,‬ ‭a‬ ‭closer‬ ‭examination‬

‭reveals‬ ‭a‬ ‭stark‬ ‭disparity‬ ‭between‬ ‭these‬ ‭official‬ ‭figures‬ ‭and‬ ‭the‬‭reality‬‭of‬‭sexual‬‭violence‬‭in‬‭the‬

‭country.‬‭In‬‭actuality,‬‭only‬‭a‬‭small‬‭fraction,‬‭estimated‬‭at‬‭5-10%,‬‭of‬‭rape‬‭victims‬‭report‬‭the‬‭crime‬

‭to‬ ‭the‬ ‭police.‬‭25‬ ‭This‬ ‭means‬ ‭that‬ ‭for‬ ‭every‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭offense‬ ‭reported,‬ ‭approximately‬ ‭10‬ ‭to‬ ‭20‬ ‭go‬

‭unreported.‬ ‭Even‬ ‭when‬ ‭a‬ ‭report‬ ‭is‬ ‭made,‬ ‭police‬ ‭record‬ ‭only‬ ‭about‬ ‭half‬ ‭or‬ ‭less‬ ‭of‬ ‭the‬ ‭reported‬

‭cases.‬‭25‬ ‭A‬‭2022‬‭survey‬‭by‬‭NHK‬‭further‬‭illuminated‬‭this‬‭issue,‬‭finding‬‭that‬‭29%‬‭of‬‭reported‬‭cases‬

‭were‬ ‭not‬ ‭recorded‬ ‭by‬ ‭the‬ ‭police,‬ ‭and‬ ‭an‬ ‭additional‬ ‭34%‬ ‭were‬ ‭never‬ ‭forwarded‬ ‭to‬‭prosecutors.‬
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‭This‬ ‭frequent‬ ‭non-recording‬ ‭is‬ ‭often‬ ‭attributed‬ ‭to‬ ‭a‬ ‭perceived‬ ‭lack‬‭of‬‭victim‬‭credibility‬‭by‬‭law‬

‭enforcement.‬‭25‬

‭The‬‭attrition‬‭continues‬‭at‬‭the‬‭prosecution‬‭stage,‬‭where‬‭prosecutors‬‭charge‬‭only‬‭about‬‭one-third‬‭of‬

‭the‬ ‭rape‬ ‭cases‬ ‭that‬ ‭are‬ ‭recorded‬ ‭by‬ ‭the‬ ‭police.‬‭25‬ ‭The‬ ‭charge‬ ‭rate‬ ‭for‬ ‭rape‬‭cases‬‭in‬‭Japan‬‭saw‬‭a‬

‭significant‬ ‭decline,‬ ‭dropping‬ ‭from‬ ‭65.8%‬ ‭in‬ ‭2005‬ ‭to‬ ‭32.7%‬ ‭in‬ ‭2017,‬ ‭effectively‬ ‭halving‬ ‭the‬

‭likelihood‬ ‭of‬ ‭a‬ ‭rape‬ ‭case‬ ‭being‬ ‭charged‬ ‭within‬ ‭12‬ ‭years.‬‭25‬ ‭While‬ ‭the‬ ‭conviction‬ ‭rate‬ ‭for‬ ‭rape‬

‭cases that‬

‭are‬ ‭charged‬ ‭remains‬ ‭exceptionally‬ ‭high‬ ‭at‬‭99.2%‬‭(with‬‭only‬‭13‬‭acquittals‬‭out‬‭of‬‭1,577‬‭charged‬

‭cases‬‭between‬‭2015‬‭and‬‭2019)‬‭25‬‭,‬‭this‬‭high‬‭rate‬‭is‬‭largely‬‭a‬‭function‬‭of‬‭prosecutors‬‭only‬‭pursuing‬

‭cases‬‭where‬‭conviction‬‭is‬‭virtually‬‭guaranteed.‬‭The‬‭cumulative‬‭effect‬‭of‬‭this‬‭attrition‬‭means‬‭that‬

‭for‬ ‭every‬ ‭1,000‬ ‭rapes‬ ‭that‬ ‭occur‬ ‭in‬ ‭Japan,‬ ‭a‬ ‭mere‬ ‭10‬ ‭to‬ ‭20‬ ‭(or‬ ‭1-2%)‬ ‭ultimately‬ ‭result‬ ‭in‬ ‭a‬

‭criminal‬‭conviction.‬‭25‬ ‭This‬‭represents‬‭a‬‭profound‬‭"justice‬‭gap,"‬‭indicating‬‭a‬‭systemic‬‭problem‬‭of‬

‭impunity‬ ‭for‬‭sex‬‭offenders‬‭in‬‭Japan.‬‭This‬‭"justice‬‭gap"‬‭is‬‭not‬‭merely‬‭a‬‭statistical‬‭anomaly‬‭but‬‭a‬

‭fundamental‬‭failure‬‭of‬‭the‬‭legal‬‭system‬‭to‬‭provide‬‭justice‬‭for‬‭victims,‬‭which‬‭in‬‭turn‬‭contributes‬‭to‬

‭widespread underreporting due to a lack of trust in the system and fear of victim-blaming.‬

‭Table 1: The "Justice Gap" in Rape and Sexual Violence Cases in Japan‬

‭Stage‬ ‭of‬ ‭Criminal‬

‭Justice System‬

‭Reported‬ ‭Rate‬

‭(Approx.)‬

‭Attrition Rate‬ ‭Source Snippets‬

‭Rapes Occurring‬ ‭100%‬ ‭-‬ ‭25‬

‭Rapes‬ ‭Reported‬ ‭to‬

‭Police‬

‭5-10%‬ ‭90-95%‬ ‭25‬

‭Cases‬ ‭Recorded‬ ‭by‬

‭Police‬

‭~50% of Reported‬ ‭~50% of Reported‬ ‭25‬

‭Cases‬ ‭Charged‬ ‭by‬

‭Prosecutors‬

‭~33% of Recorded‬ ‭~67% of Recorded‬ ‭25‬
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‭Cases‬ ‭Resulting‬ ‭in‬

‭Conviction‬

‭99.2% of Charged‬ ‭~1% of Charged‬ ‭25‬

‭Overall‬ ‭Conviction‬

‭Rate‬ ‭(from‬

‭occurrence)‬

‭1-2%‬ ‭~98-99%‬ ‭25‬

‭This‬‭table‬‭vividly‬‭illustrates‬‭the‬‭severe‬‭attrition‬‭at‬‭each‬‭stage‬‭of‬‭the‬‭criminal‬‭justice‬‭process,‬‭from‬

‭the‬ ‭occurrence‬ ‭of‬ ‭rape‬ ‭to‬ ‭a‬ ‭criminal‬ ‭conviction.‬ ‭The‬ ‭dramatic‬ ‭reduction‬‭in‬‭cases‬‭as‬‭they‬‭move‬

‭through‬ ‭the‬ ‭system‬ ‭underscores‬ ‭the‬ ‭systemic‬ ‭failure‬ ‭to‬ ‭hold‬ ‭offenders‬ ‭accountable.‬ ‭This‬

‭quantitative‬‭representation‬‭highlights‬‭why‬‭victims‬‭may‬‭perceive‬‭the‬‭reporting‬‭process‬‭as‬‭futile‬‭or‬

‭even‬ ‭re-traumatizing,‬ ‭thereby‬ ‭perpetuating‬ ‭the‬ ‭cycle‬ ‭of‬‭underreporting‬‭and‬‭impunity‬‭for‬‭sexual‬

‭violence in Japan.‬

‭Cultural and Legal "Perceptual Fault Lines" and Gender Bias in the Justice System‬

‭The‬‭pervasive‬‭underreporting‬‭and‬‭the‬‭significant‬‭"justice‬‭gap"‬‭in‬‭Japan‬‭are‬‭deeply‬‭influenced‬‭by‬

‭specific‬ ‭social‬ ‭conditions‬ ‭that‬ ‭reinforce‬ ‭gender‬ ‭bias‬ ‭within‬ ‭its‬ ‭legal‬ ‭systems.‬ ‭The‬ ‭sex‬ ‭industry‬

‭and‬ ‭the‬ ‭prevalence‬ ‭of‬ ‭violent‬ ‭pornography‬ ‭contribute‬ ‭to‬ ‭this‬ ‭reinforcement.‬‭23‬ ‭This‬ ‭bias‬ ‭is‬

‭characterized‬ ‭by‬ ‭a‬ ‭prioritization‬ ‭of‬ ‭the‬ ‭male‬ ‭point‬ ‭of‬ ‭view,‬ ‭which‬ ‭is‬ ‭often‬ ‭assumed‬ ‭to‬ ‭be‬

‭objective‬ ‭and‬ ‭universal,‬ ‭even‬ ‭when‬ ‭it‬ ‭is‬ ‭inherently‬ ‭limited‬ ‭to‬ ‭one‬ ‭gender's‬ ‭experience.‬‭23‬ ‭This‬

‭creates‬‭"perceptual‬‭fault‬‭lines,"‬‭where‬‭male‬‭and‬‭female‬‭interpretations‬‭of‬‭a‬‭given‬‭situation‬‭can‬‭be‬

‭fundamentally opposing due to differential socialization.‬‭23‬

‭Within‬ ‭the‬ ‭justice‬ ‭system,‬ ‭these‬ ‭fault‬ ‭lines‬ ‭manifest‬ ‭as‬ ‭institutionalized‬ ‭victim-blaming.‬

‭Prosecutors‬ ‭frequently‬ ‭cite‬ ‭"insufficient‬ ‭evidence"‬ ‭for‬ ‭not‬ ‭charging‬ ‭cases,‬ ‭particularly‬ ‭for‬‭rape‬

‭and‬ ‭forcible‬ ‭indecency,‬ ‭with‬ ‭rates‬‭ranging‬‭from‬‭44-52%‬‭of‬‭uncharged‬‭cases.‬‭25‬ ‭This‬‭often‬‭stems‬

‭from‬ ‭questions‬ ‭of‬ ‭consent‬ ‭and‬ ‭a‬ ‭perceived‬ ‭lack‬ ‭of‬ ‭serious‬ ‭investigation‬ ‭by‬ ‭police‬ ‭and‬

‭prosecutors,‬ ‭influenced‬ ‭by‬ ‭prevailing‬ ‭"rape‬ ‭myths"‬ ‭and‬ ‭a‬ ‭"credibility‬ ‭complex"‬ ‭that‬ ‭victims‬

‭face.‬‭25‬ ‭A‬ ‭striking‬ ‭example‬ ‭of‬ ‭this‬ ‭bias‬ ‭is‬ ‭a‬ ‭court‬ ‭case‬ ‭where‬ ‭a‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭assault‬ ‭was‬ ‭deemed‬

‭consensual‬ ‭because‬ ‭the‬ ‭victim‬ ‭"could‬ ‭have‬ ‭escaped".‬‭24‬ ‭This‬ ‭legal‬ ‭interpretation‬ ‭demonstrates‬

‭how‬ ‭the‬ ‭system‬ ‭can‬ ‭place‬ ‭an‬ ‭unrealistic‬ ‭burden‬ ‭on‬ ‭victims‬ ‭to‬ ‭resist,‬ ‭effectively‬ ‭re-victimizing‬
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‭them‬ ‭by‬ ‭questioning‬ ‭their‬ ‭agency‬ ‭and‬ ‭the‬ ‭validity‬ ‭of‬ ‭their‬ ‭experience.‬ ‭If‬ ‭the‬ ‭legal‬ ‭system‬

‭inherently‬ ‭favors‬ ‭a‬ ‭male‬ ‭perspective‬‭on‬‭consent,‬‭interpreting‬‭female‬‭behavior‬‭through‬‭a‬‭lens‬‭of‬

‭"shyness"‬ ‭or‬ ‭"passivity"‬ ‭(as‬ ‭seen‬ ‭in‬ ‭the‬ ‭AV‬ ‭industry),‬ ‭then‬ ‭victims‬ ‭who‬ ‭do‬ ‭not‬ ‭conform‬ ‭to‬

‭narrow,‬‭often‬‭unrealistic,‬‭expectations‬‭of‬‭"resistance"‬‭will‬‭be‬‭disbelieved.‬‭This‬‭creates‬‭a‬‭chilling‬

‭effect on reporting and prosecution, perpetuating the cycle of impunity.‬

‭The Role of the Sex Industry in Reinforcing Gender-Biased Views of Sexuality‬

‭The‬ ‭Japanese‬ ‭sex‬ ‭industry‬ ‭and‬ ‭its‬ ‭violent‬ ‭pornography‬ ‭play‬ ‭a‬ ‭significant‬ ‭role‬ ‭in‬ ‭reinforcing‬

‭gender-biased‬ ‭views‬ ‭of‬ ‭sexuality,‬ ‭which‬ ‭in‬ ‭turn‬ ‭affect‬ ‭how‬ ‭victims‬ ‭and‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭attacks‬ ‭are‬

‭understood‬ ‭and‬ ‭treated‬ ‭within‬ ‭the‬ ‭legal‬ ‭system,‬ ‭particularly‬ ‭during‬ ‭the‬ ‭pre-trial‬ ‭stages.‬‭23‬

‭Culturally‬ ‭scripted‬ ‭eroticism‬ ‭is‬ ‭a‬ ‭key‬ ‭mechanism‬ ‭here:‬ ‭women's‬ ‭shyness‬ ‭is‬ ‭often‬ ‭portrayed‬ ‭as‬

‭part‬ ‭of‬ ‭the‬ ‭male‬ ‭fantasy‬ ‭narrative,‬ ‭and‬ ‭"inexperienced"‬ ‭women‬‭are‬‭highly‬‭commodified‬‭within‬

‭the‬ ‭AV‬ ‭industry.‬‭24‬ ‭This‬ ‭cultural‬ ‭scripting‬ ‭shapes‬ ‭heterosexual‬ ‭eroticism‬ ‭and‬ ‭actively‬ ‭promotes‬

‭male chauvinism.‬

‭The‬ ‭consistent‬ ‭portrayal‬ ‭of‬ ‭women‬ ‭and‬ ‭consent‬ ‭in‬ ‭pornography,‬ ‭such‬ ‭as‬ ‭the‬ ‭"no‬ ‭means‬ ‭yes"‬

‭tropes‬‭and‬‭sexualized‬‭tears‬‭in‬‭hentai‬ ‭22‬‭,‬‭creates‬‭a‬‭cultural‬‭script‬‭that‬‭then‬‭influences‬‭how‬‭consent‬

‭is‬ ‭perceived‬ ‭and‬ ‭adjudicated‬ ‭within‬ ‭the‬ ‭broader‬ ‭legal‬ ‭system.‬ ‭This‬ ‭establishes‬ ‭a‬ ‭dangerous‬

‭feedback‬ ‭loop‬ ‭where‬ ‭media‬ ‭depictions‬ ‭reinforce‬ ‭existing‬ ‭societal‬ ‭biases,‬ ‭which‬ ‭in‬ ‭turn‬

‭undermine‬ ‭legal‬ ‭protections‬ ‭for‬ ‭victims‬ ‭of‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭violence.‬ ‭When‬ ‭the‬ ‭content‬ ‭of‬ ‭pornography‬

‭contributes‬‭to‬‭a‬‭cultural‬‭understanding‬‭of‬‭sexuality‬‭that‬‭is‬‭skewed‬‭towards‬‭male‬‭prerogative‬‭and‬

‭ambiguous‬ ‭consent,‬ ‭it‬ ‭directly‬ ‭impacts‬ ‭how‬ ‭police,‬ ‭prosecutors,‬ ‭and‬ ‭judges‬ ‭interpret‬ ‭real-life‬

‭sexual‬‭assault‬‭cases,‬‭making‬‭it‬‭increasingly‬‭difficult‬‭for‬‭victims‬‭to‬‭find‬‭justice.‬‭This‬‭intertwining‬

‭of‬‭media‬‭representation,‬‭cultural‬‭norms,‬‭and‬‭legal‬‭outcomes‬‭highlights‬‭a‬‭complex‬‭criminological‬

‭challenge.‬

‭Recent Legal Reforms Regarding Contract Termination in the AV Industry‬

‭In‬ ‭a‬ ‭notable‬ ‭development‬ ‭in‬ ‭June‬ ‭2022,‬ ‭the‬ ‭Japanese‬ ‭government‬ ‭passed‬ ‭a‬ ‭new‬ ‭law‬ ‭aimed‬ ‭at‬

‭protecting‬ ‭the‬ ‭rights‬ ‭of‬ ‭actors‬ ‭and‬ ‭actresses‬ ‭who‬ ‭may‬ ‭have‬ ‭been‬‭coerced‬‭into‬‭the‬‭pornography‬
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‭industry.‬‭21‬ ‭This‬ ‭legislation‬ ‭grants‬ ‭individuals‬ ‭who‬ ‭have‬ ‭agreed‬‭to‬‭appear‬‭in‬‭pornographic‬‭films‬

‭the‬ ‭right‬ ‭to‬ ‭terminate‬ ‭their‬‭contract‬‭at‬‭any‬‭point,‬‭up‬‭to‬‭one‬‭year‬‭after‬‭the‬‭public‬‭release‬‭of‬‭their‬

‭films,‬ ‭without‬ ‭any‬ ‭conditions.‬‭21‬ ‭The‬ ‭law‬ ‭also‬ ‭mandates‬ ‭specific‬ ‭timeframes‬ ‭designed‬ ‭to‬ ‭allow‬

‭actors‬ ‭sufficient‬ ‭time‬ ‭for‬ ‭reconsideration:‬ ‭a‬ ‭one-month‬ ‭period‬ ‭must‬ ‭pass‬ ‭between‬

‭contract-signing‬‭and‬‭filming,‬‭and‬‭a‬‭four-month‬‭period‬‭between‬‭filming‬‭and‬‭the‬‭public‬‭release‬‭of‬

‭the film.‬‭21‬

‭Furthermore,‬‭the‬‭bill‬‭requires‬‭greater‬‭transparency‬‭regarding‬‭the‬‭types‬‭of‬‭sexual‬‭acts‬‭involved‬‭in‬

‭a‬ ‭film,‬ ‭obligating‬ ‭producers‬ ‭to‬ ‭provide‬ ‭a‬ ‭written‬ ‭explanation‬ ‭of‬ ‭the‬ ‭content‬ ‭and‬ ‭detailed‬

‭information‬ ‭about‬ ‭the‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭acts.‬ ‭Penalties,‬ ‭including‬ ‭up‬ ‭to‬ ‭three‬ ‭years‬ ‭of‬ ‭imprisonment‬ ‭or‬ ‭a‬

‭three‬‭million‬‭yen‬‭fine‬‭for‬‭individuals,‬‭or‬‭a‬‭100‬‭million‬‭yen‬‭fine‬‭for‬‭corporations,‬‭can‬‭be‬‭imposed‬

‭for‬ ‭misrepresentation‬ ‭or‬ ‭intimidation‬ ‭used‬ ‭to‬ ‭prevent‬ ‭contract‬ ‭withdrawal.‬‭21‬ ‭This‬ ‭legislative‬

‭action‬ ‭was‬ ‭a‬ ‭direct‬ ‭response‬ ‭to‬ ‭increasing‬ ‭reports‬ ‭of‬ ‭women‬ ‭being‬ ‭deceived‬ ‭into‬ ‭the‬ ‭industry,‬

‭often‬ ‭believing‬ ‭they‬ ‭were‬ ‭signing‬ ‭"modelling‬ ‭contracts,"‬ ‭only‬‭to‬‭be‬‭coerced‬‭into‬‭unwilling‬‭sex‬

‭acts,‬‭sometimes‬‭surrounded‬‭by‬‭numerous‬‭men,‬‭and‬‭pressured‬‭by‬‭agencies‬‭to‬‭sever‬‭ties‬‭with‬‭their‬

‭families.‬ ‭Instances‬ ‭of‬ ‭agencies‬ ‭demanding‬ ‭huge‬ ‭fines‬ ‭or‬ ‭citing‬ ‭vaguely‬ ‭worded‬ ‭contracts‬ ‭to‬

‭prevent‬ ‭women‬‭from‬‭refusing‬‭acts,‬‭leading‬‭to‬‭suicides‬‭among‬‭some‬‭victims,‬‭also‬‭prompted‬‭this‬

‭reform.‬‭21‬

‭This‬‭new‬‭law‬‭represents‬‭a‬‭significant‬‭legal‬‭acknowledgment‬‭of‬‭the‬‭"involuntary‬‭consent"‬‭issues‬

‭prevalent‬ ‭within‬ ‭the‬ ‭AV‬ ‭industry.‬ ‭While‬ ‭it‬ ‭is‬ ‭a‬ ‭positive‬ ‭step‬ ‭towards‬ ‭addressing‬ ‭contractual‬

‭exploitation,‬ ‭its‬ ‭overall‬ ‭effectiveness‬ ‭may‬ ‭be‬ ‭limited‬ ‭by‬ ‭the‬ ‭deeper‬ ‭cultural‬ ‭scripts‬ ‭and‬ ‭social‬

‭stigma‬‭that‬‭continue‬‭to‬‭influence‬‭actresses'‬‭ability‬‭to‬‭genuinely‬‭exercise‬‭their‬‭rights.‬‭The‬‭intense‬

‭social‬ ‭stigma,‬ ‭the‬ ‭commodification‬ ‭of‬ ‭shyness,‬ ‭and‬ ‭the‬ ‭cultural‬ ‭emphasis‬ ‭on‬ ‭conflict-aversion‬

‭may‬ ‭still‬ ‭exert‬ ‭immense‬ ‭pressure‬ ‭on‬ ‭actresses‬ ‭not‬ ‭to‬ ‭terminate‬ ‭contracts,‬ ‭even‬ ‭with‬ ‭these‬‭new‬

‭legal‬ ‭protections.‬ ‭This‬ ‭highlights‬ ‭a‬ ‭critical‬ ‭gap‬ ‭between‬ ‭de‬ ‭jure‬ ‭(legal)‬ ‭consent‬ ‭and‬ ‭de‬ ‭facto‬

‭(actual)‬ ‭consent,‬ ‭suggesting‬ ‭that‬ ‭legal‬ ‭changes‬ ‭alone‬ ‭may‬ ‭not‬ ‭fully‬ ‭dismantle‬ ‭the‬ ‭underlying‬

‭exploitative dynamics without broader societal shifts.‬
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‭4. Criminological Theories on Pornography and Sexual Aggression‬

‭Social Learning Theory‬

‭Social‬‭learning‬‭theory,‬‭as‬‭articulated‬‭by‬‭Bandura,‬‭posits‬‭that‬‭behaviors‬‭are‬‭acquired‬‭or‬‭influenced‬

‭through‬‭observation‬‭and‬‭modeling‬‭of‬‭others.‬‭26‬ ‭In‬‭the‬‭context‬‭of‬‭pornography,‬‭this‬‭theory‬‭suggests‬

‭that‬ ‭exposure‬ ‭to‬ ‭certain‬ ‭depictions‬ ‭can‬ ‭teach‬ ‭novel‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭behaviors,‬ ‭facilitate‬ ‭already‬‭learned‬

‭socially‬ ‭acceptable‬ ‭forms‬ ‭of‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭behavior,‬ ‭and‬ ‭either‬ ‭strengthen‬ ‭or‬ ‭weaken‬‭inhibitions‬‭over‬

‭previously‬ ‭learned‬ ‭but‬‭socially‬‭unacceptable‬‭forms‬‭of‬‭sexual‬‭behavior.‬‭26‬ ‭For‬‭example,‬‭exposure‬

‭to‬‭violent‬‭pornography‬‭might‬‭convey‬‭the‬‭idea‬‭that‬‭rape‬‭can‬‭be‬‭pleasurable‬‭for‬‭both‬‭the‬‭assailant‬

‭and‬‭the‬‭victim.‬‭However,‬‭this‬‭learned‬‭capacity‬‭for‬‭aggression‬‭may‬‭not‬‭immediately‬‭translate‬‭into‬

‭overt‬ ‭behavior.‬ ‭Instead,‬ ‭it‬ ‭might‬ ‭only‬ ‭manifest‬ ‭under‬ ‭"unusual‬ ‭circumstances,"‬ ‭such‬ ‭as‬ ‭in‬

‭wartime,‬‭or‬‭indirectly,‬‭for‬‭instance,‬‭in‬‭a‬‭person's‬‭behavior‬‭as‬‭a‬‭jury‬‭member‬‭in‬‭a‬‭rape‬‭trial‬‭or‬‭in‬

‭casual conversations.‬‭26‬

‭The‬ ‭feminist‬ ‭perspective,‬ ‭when‬ ‭reinterpreted‬ ‭through‬ ‭a‬ ‭social‬ ‭learning‬ ‭lens,‬ ‭suggests‬ ‭that‬

‭pornography‬ ‭often‬ ‭presents‬ ‭a‬ ‭model‬ ‭of‬ ‭human‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭behavior‬‭that‬‭both‬‭teaches‬‭and‬‭condones‬

‭the‬ ‭abuse‬ ‭of‬ ‭women.‬ ‭This‬ ‭can‬ ‭lead‬ ‭to‬ ‭subsequent‬ ‭antisocial‬ ‭effects‬ ‭on‬ ‭viewers'‬ ‭attitudes‬ ‭and‬

‭behavior‬ ‭towards‬ ‭women.‬‭26‬ ‭This‬ ‭theoretical‬ ‭framework‬ ‭implies‬ ‭that‬ ‭pornography's‬‭influence‬‭is‬

‭not‬‭necessarily‬‭a‬‭direct‬‭causation‬‭of‬‭sexual‬‭violence‬‭but‬‭rather‬‭involves‬‭a‬‭process‬‭of‬‭learning‬‭and‬

‭disinhibition.‬ ‭This‬ ‭means‬ ‭that‬ ‭exposure‬ ‭might‬ ‭create‬ ‭a‬ ‭predisposition‬ ‭for‬ ‭aggression‬ ‭or‬ ‭shift‬

‭attitudes,‬ ‭which‬ ‭then‬ ‭only‬ ‭translates‬ ‭into‬ ‭overt‬ ‭acts‬ ‭when‬ ‭other‬ ‭"disinhibitory‬ ‭influences"‬ ‭are‬

‭present.‬ ‭Such‬ ‭an‬ ‭understanding‬ ‭emphasizes‬ ‭the‬ ‭complex‬ ‭interplay‬ ‭between‬ ‭media,‬ ‭individual‬

‭psychology,‬ ‭and‬ ‭broader‬ ‭social‬ ‭structures‬ ‭in‬ ‭a‬ ‭criminological‬ ‭context.‬ ‭If‬ ‭learned‬ ‭behaviors‬

‭remain‬ ‭latent,‬ ‭the‬ ‭presence‬ ‭of‬ ‭other‬ ‭factors,‬ ‭such‬ ‭as‬‭societal‬‭acceptance‬‭of‬‭male‬‭prerogative‬‭or‬

‭weak legal deterrence, becomes critical in activating that learned behavior.‬

‭Cultivation Theory and Desensitization‬

‭Cultivation‬ ‭theory‬ ‭posits‬‭that‬‭prolonged‬‭and‬‭consistent‬‭exposure‬‭to‬‭media‬‭content‬‭can‬‭shape‬‭an‬

‭individual's‬‭perceptions‬‭of‬‭social‬‭reality,‬‭making‬‭their‬‭beliefs‬‭align‬‭more‬‭closely‬‭with‬‭the‬‭media's‬
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‭portrayal.‬ ‭While‬ ‭not‬ ‭explicitly‬ ‭detailed‬ ‭for‬ ‭Japan‬ ‭in‬ ‭the‬ ‭provided‬ ‭materials,‬ ‭the‬ ‭consistent‬

‭portrayal‬‭of‬‭"no‬‭means‬‭yes"‬‭tropes‬‭and‬‭sexualized‬‭tears‬‭in‬‭Japanese‬‭hentai‬‭22‬ ‭strongly‬‭aligns‬‭with‬

‭the‬‭principles‬‭of‬‭cultivation‬‭theory.‬‭Repeated‬‭exposure‬‭to‬‭such‬‭content‬‭could‬‭cultivate‬‭beliefs‬‭that‬

‭contradict‬ ‭real-world‬ ‭consent,‬ ‭leading‬ ‭viewers‬ ‭to‬ ‭internalize‬‭distorted‬‭understandings‬‭of‬‭sexual‬

‭interaction.‬ ‭This‬ ‭process‬ ‭can‬ ‭also‬ ‭lead‬ ‭to‬ ‭desensitization‬ ‭to‬ ‭the‬ ‭severity‬ ‭of‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭violence,‬

‭making it seem less harmful or more acceptable.‬

‭Furthermore,‬‭this‬‭media‬‭exposure‬‭can‬‭reinforce‬‭existing‬‭"rape‬‭myths"‬ ‭23‬‭,‬‭which‬‭are‬‭false‬‭beliefs‬

‭about‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭assault,‬ ‭victims,‬ ‭and‬ ‭perpetrators‬ ‭that‬ ‭often‬ ‭serve‬ ‭to‬ ‭excuse‬ ‭the‬ ‭perpetrator‬ ‭and‬

‭blame‬‭the‬‭victim.‬‭The‬‭consistent‬‭normalization‬‭of‬‭these‬‭tropes‬‭through‬‭media‬‭contributes‬‭to‬‭the‬

‭"perceptual‬ ‭fault‬ ‭lines"‬ ‭in‬ ‭understanding‬ ‭consent‬ ‭23‬ ‭and‬ ‭exacerbates‬ ‭the‬ ‭"credibility‬ ‭complex"‬

‭faced‬‭by‬‭victims‬‭within‬‭the‬‭justice‬‭system.‬‭25‬ ‭If‬‭media‬‭consistently‬‭normalizes‬‭certain‬‭behaviors,‬

‭people's‬ ‭perception‬ ‭of‬‭what‬‭is‬‭"normal"‬‭shifts.‬‭This‬‭directly‬‭impacts‬‭how‬‭consent‬‭is‬‭understood‬

‭and‬ ‭how‬ ‭victims'‬ ‭accounts‬ ‭are‬ ‭received,‬ ‭creating‬ ‭a‬ ‭pathway‬ ‭through‬ ‭which‬ ‭media‬ ‭content‬ ‭can‬

‭indirectly contribute to a societal climate conducive to sexual violence and impunity.‬

‭The Confluence Model‬

‭The‬ ‭Confluence‬ ‭Model‬ ‭of‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭aggression,‬ ‭developed‬ ‭by‬ ‭Malamuth,‬ ‭Addison,‬ ‭and‬ ‭Koss‬

‭(2000),‬ ‭proposes‬ ‭that‬ ‭pornography‬ ‭use,‬ ‭particularly‬ ‭that‬ ‭which‬ ‭promotes‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭coercion‬ ‭of‬

‭women‬ ‭through‬ ‭submissive‬ ‭female‬ ‭imagery,‬ ‭interacts‬ ‭with‬ ‭pre-existing‬ ‭risk‬ ‭factors‬ ‭such‬ ‭as‬

‭sexual‬ ‭promiscuity‬ ‭(SP)‬ ‭and‬ ‭hostile‬ ‭masculinity‬ ‭(HM).‬‭27‬ ‭Research‬ ‭supporting‬ ‭this‬ ‭model‬

‭suggests‬ ‭that‬ ‭pornography‬ ‭use‬ ‭may‬ ‭increase‬ ‭the‬ ‭risk‬ ‭for‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭recidivism‬ ‭among‬ ‭adult‬ ‭males‬

‭who‬ ‭are‬ ‭already‬ ‭assessed‬ ‭as‬ ‭"high-risk,"‬ ‭meaning‬ ‭they‬ ‭possess‬ ‭these‬ ‭predisposing‬ ‭traits.‬

‭However,‬ ‭the‬ ‭same‬ ‭effect‬ ‭is‬ ‭not‬ ‭observed‬ ‭for‬ ‭"low-risk"‬ ‭males.‬‭27‬ ‭Pornography‬ ‭in‬ ‭this‬ ‭context‬

‭may‬ ‭reinforce‬ ‭attitudes‬ ‭supportive‬ ‭of‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭aggression,‬ ‭such‬ ‭as‬ ‭hostility‬ ‭and‬ ‭sexual‬

‭preoccupation.‬‭28‬

‭This‬ ‭model‬ ‭offers‬ ‭a‬ ‭more‬‭nuanced‬‭understanding‬‭of‬‭pornography's‬‭role:‬‭it‬‭is‬‭not‬‭presented‬‭as‬‭a‬

‭universal‬‭cause‬‭of‬‭sexual‬‭violence‬‭but‬‭rather‬‭as‬‭a‬‭catalyst‬‭for‬‭individuals‬‭already‬‭predisposed‬‭to‬

‭offend.‬ ‭This‬ ‭perspective‬ ‭shifts‬ ‭the‬ ‭criminological‬ ‭focus‬ ‭from‬ ‭broad‬ ‭media‬ ‭effects‬ ‭to‬ ‭the‬
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‭interaction‬ ‭between‬ ‭media‬ ‭consumption‬ ‭and‬ ‭individual‬ ‭vulnerabilities.‬ ‭It‬ ‭implies‬ ‭that‬ ‭policy‬

‭interventions‬‭aimed‬‭at‬‭preventing‬‭sexual‬‭violence‬‭should‬‭not‬‭solely‬‭target‬‭pornography‬‭but‬‭also‬

‭address‬ ‭the‬ ‭underlying‬ ‭psychological‬ ‭and‬ ‭social‬ ‭factors‬ ‭that‬ ‭predispose‬ ‭individuals‬ ‭to‬ ‭sexual‬

‭aggression.‬ ‭While‬ ‭pornography‬ ‭might‬ ‭not‬ ‭"create"‬ ‭offenders,‬ ‭it‬ ‭can‬ ‭"facilitate"‬ ‭or‬ ‭"intensify"‬

‭offending behavior in those already at risk.‬

‭The "Pornographic Substitution" Theory‬

‭The‬ ‭"pornographic‬ ‭substitution"‬ ‭theory‬ ‭posits‬ ‭that‬ ‭the‬ ‭consumption‬ ‭of‬ ‭(violent)‬ ‭pornography‬

‭may‬ ‭serve‬ ‭as‬ ‭a‬ ‭surrogate‬ ‭for‬ ‭real-world‬ ‭violent‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭behavior.‬‭29‬ ‭This‬ ‭theory‬ ‭provides‬ ‭a‬

‭potential‬ ‭explanation‬ ‭for‬ ‭counter-intuitive‬ ‭findings‬ ‭observed‬ ‭in‬ ‭some‬ ‭contexts.‬ ‭For‬ ‭instance,‬ ‭a‬

‭study‬ ‭examining‬ ‭Japan‬ ‭from‬ ‭1972‬ ‭to‬ ‭1995‬ ‭found‬ ‭that‬‭a‬‭dramatic‬‭increase‬‭in‬‭the‬‭availability‬‭of‬

‭pornography and sexually explicit materials correlated with a‬

‭significant‬ ‭decrease‬ ‭in‬ ‭sex‬ ‭crimes‬ ‭across‬ ‭all‬ ‭categories,‬ ‭including‬ ‭rape‬ ‭and‬ ‭public‬ ‭indecency.‬‭1‬

‭This‬ ‭trend‬ ‭was‬ ‭particularly‬ ‭striking‬ ‭among‬ ‭juveniles,‬ ‭where‬ ‭both‬ ‭the‬ ‭number‬ ‭of‬ ‭juvenile‬

‭offenders‬‭and‬‭victims‬‭of‬‭sex‬‭crimes‬‭decreased‬‭despite‬‭the‬‭widespread‬‭availability‬‭of‬‭pornography‬

‭to children.‬‭1‬

‭This‬ ‭finding‬ ‭challenges‬ ‭the‬ ‭simplistic‬ ‭direct‬ ‭causation‬ ‭hypothesis‬ ‭often‬ ‭posited‬ ‭in‬ ‭the‬

‭pornography-violence‬ ‭debate.‬ ‭If‬ ‭pornography‬ ‭serves‬ ‭as‬ ‭a‬ ‭substitute,‬ ‭its‬‭widespread‬‭availability‬

‭might‬ ‭actually‬ ‭reduce‬ ‭the‬ ‭incidence‬ ‭of‬ ‭real-world‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭violence‬ ‭for‬ ‭some‬ ‭individuals‬ ‭by‬

‭providing‬ ‭a‬ ‭"safe"‬ ‭outlet‬ ‭for‬ ‭certain‬ ‭fantasies.‬ ‭This‬ ‭is‬ ‭a‬ ‭critical‬‭point‬‭for‬‭criminological‬‭debate‬

‭and‬ ‭policy,‬ ‭as‬ ‭it‬ ‭suggests‬ ‭that‬ ‭banning‬ ‭or‬ ‭severely‬ ‭restricting‬ ‭pornography‬ ‭might‬ ‭have‬

‭unintended,‬ ‭negative‬ ‭consequences‬ ‭by‬ ‭removing‬‭this‬‭potential‬‭"safe"‬‭outlet,‬‭thereby‬‭potentially‬

‭increasing‬ ‭real-world‬ ‭offending.‬ ‭This‬ ‭complex‬ ‭correlation‬ ‭highlights‬ ‭the‬ ‭need‬ ‭for‬ ‭a‬ ‭more‬

‭nuanced‬ ‭understanding‬‭of‬‭media‬‭effects,‬‭acknowledging‬‭that‬‭the‬‭relationship‬‭is‬‭not‬‭universal‬‭or‬

‭direct but mediated by complex societal and individual factors.‬

‭The "Male Gaze" and Objectification of Women‬

‭The‬ ‭concept‬ ‭of‬ ‭the‬ ‭"male‬ ‭gaze"‬ ‭describes‬ ‭the‬ ‭way‬‭in‬‭which‬‭women's‬‭bodies‬‭are‬‭portrayed‬‭and‬

‭consumed‬ ‭in‬ ‭media,‬ ‭encouraging‬ ‭men‬ ‭to‬ ‭view‬ ‭them‬ ‭from‬ ‭a‬ ‭male,‬ ‭often‬ ‭objectifying,‬ ‭point‬ ‭of‬
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‭view.‬‭30‬ ‭According‬‭to‬‭Laura‬‭Mulvey,‬‭the‬‭male‬‭gaze‬‭can‬‭be‬‭characterized‬‭by‬‭voyeurism,‬‭fetishism,‬

‭and‬‭sadism.‬‭30‬ ‭This‬‭pervasive‬‭objectification,‬‭particularly‬‭prevalent‬‭in‬‭pornography,‬‭contributes‬‭to‬

‭the dehumanization of women.‬

‭From‬ ‭a‬ ‭criminological‬ ‭standpoint,‬ ‭dehumanization‬ ‭can‬ ‭significantly‬ ‭lower‬ ‭inhibitions‬ ‭against‬

‭violence.‬‭When‬‭individuals‬‭perceive‬‭victims‬‭as‬‭less‬‭than‬‭human‬‭or‬‭merely‬‭as‬‭objects‬‭for‬‭sexual‬

‭gratification,‬ ‭it‬‭can‬‭become‬‭easier‬‭to‬‭inflict‬‭harm.‬‭This‬‭links‬‭media‬‭representation‬‭to‬‭a‬‭potential‬

‭psychological‬ ‭pathway‬ ‭for‬ ‭aggression.‬ ‭If‬ ‭women‬ ‭are‬‭consistently‬‭portrayed‬‭as‬‭objects‬‭for‬‭male‬

‭consumption,‬‭it‬‭can‬‭erode‬‭empathy‬‭and‬‭foster‬‭a‬‭sense‬‭of‬‭entitlement‬‭among‬‭some‬‭viewers.‬‭This‬

‭psychological‬ ‭shift,‬ ‭reinforced‬ ‭by‬ ‭cultural‬ ‭narratives‬ ‭and‬ ‭the‬ ‭"perceptual‬ ‭fault‬ ‭lines"‬ ‭in‬

‭understanding‬‭consent,‬‭can‬‭contribute‬‭to‬‭a‬‭societal‬‭climate‬‭where‬‭sexual‬‭violence‬‭is‬‭more‬‭readily‬

‭dismissed‬‭or‬‭justified.‬‭This,‬‭in‬‭turn,‬‭exacerbates‬‭the‬‭issues‬‭of‬‭underreporting‬‭and‬‭victim-blaming‬

‭within‬ ‭the‬ ‭justice‬ ‭system,‬ ‭creating‬ ‭a‬ ‭cycle‬ ‭where‬ ‭media‬‭portrayals,‬‭societal‬‭attitudes,‬‭and‬‭legal‬

‭outcomes are interconnected.‬

‭5. Empirical Evidence: Correlating Pornography Availability and Rape Rates in Japan‬

‭Analysis of Studies Examining the Correlation‬

‭Empirical‬‭studies‬‭examining‬‭the‬‭relationship‬‭between‬‭pornography‬‭availability‬‭and‬‭rape‬‭rates‬‭in‬

‭Japan‬‭present‬‭findings‬‭that‬‭challenge‬‭simplistic‬‭causal‬‭assumptions.‬‭A‬‭significant‬‭study‬‭covering‬

‭the‬‭period‬‭from‬‭1972‬‭to‬‭1995‬‭revealed‬‭a‬‭dramatic‬‭increase‬‭in‬‭the‬‭availability‬‭of‬‭pornography‬‭and‬

‭sexually explicit materials in Japan.‬‭1‬ ‭Concurrently,‬‭this period saw a‬

‭significant‬ ‭decrease‬ ‭in‬ ‭sex‬ ‭crimes‬ ‭across‬ ‭all‬ ‭categories,‬ ‭including‬ ‭rape‬ ‭and‬ ‭public‬ ‭indecency.‬‭1‬

‭This‬ ‭trend‬ ‭was‬ ‭particularly‬ ‭striking‬ ‭among‬ ‭juveniles,‬ ‭where‬ ‭both‬ ‭the‬ ‭number‬ ‭of‬ ‭juvenile‬

‭offenders‬‭and‬‭victims‬‭of‬‭sex‬‭crimes‬‭declined‬‭despite‬‭the‬‭widespread‬‭availability‬‭of‬‭pornography‬

‭to‬ ‭children.‬‭1‬ ‭This‬ ‭stands‬‭in‬‭contrast‬‭to‬‭some‬‭findings‬‭in‬‭the‬‭United‬‭States,‬‭where‬‭an‬‭increase‬‭in‬

‭rape‬ ‭was‬ ‭observed‬ ‭in‬ ‭the‬ ‭1970s‬ ‭and‬ ‭early‬‭1980s‬‭alongside‬‭increased‬‭pornography‬‭availability.‬‭1‬

‭Other‬‭cross-cultural‬‭studies‬‭also‬‭show‬‭mixed‬‭results,‬‭with‬‭some‬‭countries‬‭experiencing‬‭decreased‬
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‭or stable rape rates with increased pornography availability.‬‭1‬

‭These‬ ‭empirical‬ ‭data‬ ‭from‬ ‭Japan‬ ‭directly‬ ‭challenge‬ ‭the‬ ‭simplistic‬ ‭causal‬ ‭hypothesis‬ ‭that‬

‭increased‬ ‭pornography‬ ‭availability‬ ‭directly‬ ‭causes‬ ‭an‬ ‭increase‬ ‭in‬ ‭rape.‬ ‭This‬ ‭finding,‬‭especially‬

‭when‬ ‭contrasted‬ ‭with‬ ‭certain‬‭Western‬‭contexts,‬‭strongly‬‭suggests‬‭that‬‭cultural,‬‭social,‬‭and‬‭legal‬

‭variables‬ ‭unique‬ ‭to‬ ‭Japan‬ ‭play‬ ‭a‬ ‭more‬ ‭significant‬ ‭role‬ ‭in‬ ‭shaping‬ ‭crime‬ ‭rates‬ ‭than‬ ‭mere‬

‭pornography‬ ‭availability.‬ ‭Such‬ ‭variables‬ ‭might‬ ‭include‬ ‭traditional‬ ‭male‬ ‭prerogative,‬ ‭specific‬

‭censorship‬ ‭practices‬ ‭that‬ ‭shape‬ ‭content,‬ ‭inherent‬ ‭biases‬ ‭within‬ ‭the‬ ‭legal‬ ‭system,‬ ‭or‬ ‭even‬ ‭the‬

‭"pornographic‬ ‭substitution"‬ ‭effect,‬ ‭where‬ ‭fantasy‬ ‭consumption‬ ‭acts‬ ‭as‬ ‭an‬ ‭outlet,‬ ‭potentially‬

‭reducing‬ ‭real-world‬ ‭offending.‬ ‭If‬ ‭pornography‬ ‭were‬ ‭a‬ ‭universal‬ ‭direct‬ ‭cause‬ ‭of‬ ‭rape,‬ ‭then‬

‭increased‬‭availability‬‭should‬‭consistently‬‭lead‬‭to‬‭increased‬‭rape‬‭rates‬‭across‬‭all‬‭contexts.‬‭Japan's‬

‭data‬ ‭contradicts‬ ‭this,‬ ‭necessitating‬ ‭a‬ ‭re-evaluation‬ ‭of‬ ‭the‬ ‭causal‬ ‭model‬ ‭and‬ ‭implying‬ ‭that‬ ‭the‬

‭relationship‬‭is‬‭not‬‭universal‬‭or‬‭direct,‬‭but‬‭rather‬‭mediated‬‭by‬‭complex‬‭societal‬‭factors.‬‭This‬‭is‬‭a‬

‭crucial‬ ‭criminological‬ ‭finding‬ ‭that‬ ‭calls‬ ‭for‬ ‭more‬ ‭context-specific‬ ‭research‬ ‭and‬ ‭a‬ ‭cautious‬

‭approach to universal claims about media effects.‬

‭Discussion of Public Concern and Legislative Attempts to Regulate Pornography‬

‭Despite‬ ‭the‬ ‭observed‬ ‭decrease‬ ‭in‬ ‭sex‬ ‭crimes‬ ‭during‬ ‭a‬ ‭period‬ ‭of‬ ‭increased‬ ‭pornography‬

‭availability,‬ ‭Japan‬ ‭experienced‬ ‭a‬ ‭definite‬ ‭upswing‬ ‭in‬ ‭public‬ ‭concern‬ ‭regarding‬ ‭pornography‬ ‭at‬

‭the‬ ‭beginning‬‭of‬‭the‬‭1990s.‬‭1‬ ‭Conservative‬‭groups‬‭and‬‭the‬‭media‬‭actively‬‭called‬‭for‬‭government‬

‭action‬ ‭to‬ ‭stem‬ ‭what‬ ‭they‬ ‭perceived‬ ‭as‬ ‭a‬ ‭"rising‬ ‭tide‬ ‭of‬ ‭pornography,"‬ ‭specifically‬ ‭targeting‬

‭sexually‬‭explicit‬‭manga.‬‭1‬ ‭Legislative‬‭attempts,‬‭such‬‭as‬‭the‬‭Liberal‬‭Democratic‬‭Party's‬‭request‬‭in‬

‭February 1991 to introduce regulations for sexually explicit manga, ultimately failed.‬‭1‬

‭This‬‭situation‬‭reveals‬‭a‬‭clear‬‭disconnect‬‭between‬‭public‬‭perception,‬‭which‬‭was‬‭driven‬‭by‬‭fear‬‭of‬

‭a‬ ‭"rising‬ ‭tide"‬ ‭of‬ ‭pornography,‬ ‭and‬ ‭the‬ ‭empirical‬ ‭data,‬ ‭which‬ ‭indicated‬ ‭decreasing‬ ‭sex‬ ‭crime‬

‭rates.‬ ‭This‬ ‭suggests‬ ‭that‬ ‭public‬ ‭concern‬ ‭might‬ ‭have‬ ‭been‬ ‭fueled‬ ‭more‬ ‭by‬‭moral‬‭panic,‬‭cultural‬

‭anxieties‬ ‭about‬ ‭changing‬ ‭social‬ ‭norms,‬ ‭or‬ ‭media‬ ‭sensationalism,‬ ‭rather‬ ‭than‬ ‭by‬ ‭actual‬ ‭crime‬

‭trends.‬‭If‬‭crime‬‭rates‬‭are‬‭falling‬‭but‬‭public‬‭concern‬‭is‬‭rising,‬‭it‬‭indicates‬‭that‬‭the‬‭public‬‭narrative‬
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‭around‬ ‭pornography‬ ‭is‬ ‭not‬ ‭solely‬ ‭data-driven.‬ ‭This‬ ‭highlights‬ ‭the‬ ‭sociological‬ ‭phenomenon‬ ‭of‬

‭"moral‬ ‭panics"‬ ‭and‬ ‭how‬ ‭they‬ ‭can‬ ‭significantly‬ ‭influence‬ ‭policy‬ ‭debates‬ ‭and‬‭legislative‬‭efforts,‬

‭even when empirical evidence does not support the perceived threat.‬

‭Table‬ ‭2:‬ ‭Trends‬ ‭in‬ ‭Reported‬ ‭Sex‬ ‭Crimes‬ ‭and‬ ‭Pornography‬ ‭Availability‬ ‭in‬ ‭Japan‬

‭(1972-1995)‬

‭Year‬ ‭Pornograph‬

‭y‬

‭Availability‬

‭Trend‬

‭Sex‬ ‭Crime‬

‭Rate‬ ‭Trend‬

‭(Rape,‬

‭Public‬

‭Indecency)‬

‭Juvenile‬

‭Sex‬

‭Offenders‬

‭Trend‬

‭Juvenile‬

‭Victims‬

‭Trend‬

‭Arrests/Con‬

‭victions‬ ‭for‬

‭Obscene‬

‭Material‬

‭Distribution‬

‭Source‬

‭Snippets‬

‭1972‬ ‭Low/Increa‬

‭sing‬

‭-‬ ‭-‬ ‭-‬ ‭3,298‬ ‭1‬

‭...‬ ‭...‬ ‭...‬ ‭...‬ ‭...‬ ‭...‬ ‭1‬

‭1995‬ ‭High/Wides‬

‭pread‬

‭Significant‬

‭Decrease‬

‭Decreased‬ ‭Decreased‬ ‭702‬ ‭1‬

‭This‬ ‭table‬ ‭is‬ ‭crucial‬ ‭for‬ ‭understanding‬ ‭the‬ ‭empirical‬ ‭relationship‬ ‭in‬ ‭Japan.‬ ‭It‬ ‭visually‬

‭demonstrates‬ ‭the‬ ‭counter-intuitive‬ ‭finding‬ ‭that‬ ‭as‬ ‭pornography‬ ‭became‬ ‭more‬ ‭widely‬ ‭available‬

‭and‬‭explicit‬‭between‬‭1972‬‭and‬‭1995,‬‭reported‬‭sex‬‭crime‬‭rates,‬‭including‬‭rape,‬‭actually‬‭decreased.‬

‭This‬ ‭direct‬ ‭empirical‬ ‭challenge‬ ‭to‬ ‭common‬ ‭assumptions‬ ‭about‬ ‭pornography's‬ ‭causal‬ ‭role‬ ‭in‬

‭sexual‬ ‭violence‬ ‭underpins‬ ‭the‬ ‭discussion‬ ‭of‬ ‭the‬ ‭"pornographic‬ ‭substitution"‬ ‭theory‬ ‭and‬ ‭the‬

‭necessity for a nuanced understanding of media effects, moving beyond simplistic correlations.‬

‭6. Public Debates on Virtual Pornography: The‬‭RapeLay‬‭Controversy‬

‭The "Children Protection Coalition" vs. "Pro Status Quo Coalition"‬

‭Public‬ ‭debates‬ ‭in‬ ‭Japan‬ ‭concerning‬ ‭virtual‬ ‭pornography,‬ ‭particularly‬ ‭highlighted‬ ‭by‬ ‭the‬

‭controversy‬ ‭surrounding‬ ‭the‬ ‭game‬ ‭RapeLay‬‭,‬ ‭revolve‬ ‭around‬ ‭the‬ ‭contentious‬ ‭issue‬ ‭of‬ ‭fictitious‬

‭depictions‬‭of‬‭children‬‭and‬‭rape‬‭fantasies‬‭in‬‭games.‬‭2‬ ‭This‬‭debate‬‭is‬‭characterized‬‭by‬‭the‬‭presence‬
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‭of‬ ‭two‬ ‭opposing‬ ‭coalitions:‬ ‭the‬ ‭"children‬ ‭protection‬ ‭coalition,"‬ ‭which‬ ‭advocates‬ ‭for‬

‭criminalization,‬ ‭and‬ ‭the‬ ‭"pro‬ ‭status‬ ‭quo‬ ‭coalition,"‬ ‭which‬ ‭seeks‬ ‭to‬ ‭maintain‬ ‭the‬ ‭current‬

‭non-criminalization of these products.‬‭2‬

‭The‬‭"children‬‭protection‬‭coalition"‬‭argues‬‭that‬‭games‬‭like‬‭RapeLay‬‭depict‬‭misogynistic‬‭attitudes,‬

‭naturalize‬‭violence‬‭against‬‭women‬‭and‬‭girls,‬‭strengthen‬‭rape‬‭myths,‬‭and‬‭could‬‭potentially‬‭incite‬

‭individuals‬ ‭to‬ ‭commit‬ ‭real-world‬ ‭crimes.‬‭2‬ ‭They‬‭advocate‬‭for‬‭amendments‬‭to‬‭Japan's‬‭legislation‬

‭to‬ ‭include‬ ‭virtual‬ ‭depictions‬ ‭under‬ ‭child‬ ‭pornography‬ ‭laws,‬ ‭arguing‬ ‭that‬ ‭if‬ ‭virtual‬ ‭depictions‬

‭resemble‬ ‭children‬ ‭and‬ ‭portray‬ ‭them‬ ‭sexually,‬ ‭they‬‭should‬‭be‬‭subject‬‭to‬‭the‬‭same‬‭regulations‬‭as‬

‭real child pornography.‬‭2‬

‭Conversely,‬‭the‬‭"pro‬‭status‬‭quo‬‭coalition"‬‭defends‬‭the‬‭legality‬‭of‬‭these‬‭materials‬‭primarily‬‭on‬‭the‬

‭grounds‬ ‭of‬ ‭freedom‬ ‭of‬ ‭expression,‬ ‭citing‬ ‭Article‬ ‭21‬ ‭of‬ ‭the‬ ‭Constitution‬ ‭of‬ ‭Japan,‬ ‭which‬

‭guarantees‬ ‭freedom‬ ‭of‬ ‭speech,‬ ‭press,‬ ‭and‬ ‭all‬ ‭other‬ ‭forms‬ ‭of‬ ‭expression.‬‭2‬ ‭This‬ ‭coalition‬‭asserts‬

‭that‬‭rape‬‭fantasies‬‭do‬‭not‬‭necessarily‬‭reflect‬‭a‬‭desire‬‭for‬‭real-life‬‭sexual‬‭violence,‬‭emphasizing‬‭a‬

‭clear‬ ‭separation‬ ‭between‬ ‭fantasy‬ ‭and‬ ‭reality.‬‭2‬ ‭They‬ ‭argue‬ ‭that‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭attraction‬ ‭for‬ ‭fictional‬

‭characters and humans are distinct forms of sexuality.‬‭2‬

‭This‬‭debate‬‭represents‬‭a‬‭fundamental‬‭clash‬‭between‬‭constitutional‬‭freedom‬‭of‬‭expression‬‭and‬‭the‬

‭perceived‬ ‭societal‬ ‭harm‬ ‭(such‬ ‭as‬ ‭the‬ ‭normalization‬ ‭of‬ ‭violence‬ ‭and‬ ‭potential‬ ‭for‬ ‭indirect‬

‭real-world‬ ‭impact)‬ ‭of‬ ‭virtual‬ ‭depictions.‬ ‭It‬ ‭underscores‬ ‭the‬ ‭inherent‬ ‭difficulty‬ ‭of‬ ‭applying‬

‭traditional‬‭legal‬‭frameworks‬‭to‬‭evolving‬‭digital‬‭content,‬‭especially‬‭when‬‭cultural‬‭interpretations‬

‭of‬ ‭"obscenity"‬ ‭are‬ ‭inherently‬ ‭ambiguous.‬‭31‬ ‭This‬‭is‬‭not‬‭merely‬‭a‬‭legal‬‭disagreement;‬‭it‬‭is‬‭a‬‭deep‬

‭philosophical‬ ‭and‬ ‭cultural‬ ‭contention.‬ ‭Criminology‬ ‭must‬ ‭therefore‬ ‭grapple‬ ‭with‬ ‭how‬ ‭abstract‬

‭legal‬ ‭principles‬ ‭interact‬ ‭with‬ ‭potential,‬ ‭albeit‬ ‭indirect,‬ ‭societal‬ ‭harms.‬ ‭The‬ ‭ambiguity‬ ‭of‬

‭"obscenity"‬ ‭further‬ ‭complicates‬ ‭enforcement‬ ‭and‬ ‭fuels‬ ‭the‬ ‭debate,‬ ‭creating‬ ‭a‬ ‭persistent‬ ‭policy‬

‭challenge.‬

‭International Condemnation and Japan's Response‬

‭The‬ ‭controversy‬ ‭surrounding‬ ‭virtual‬ ‭child‬ ‭pornography‬ ‭in‬ ‭Japan‬ ‭has‬ ‭attracted‬ ‭significant‬

‭international‬ ‭attention‬ ‭and‬ ‭condemnation.‬ ‭The‬ ‭United‬ ‭Nations,‬ ‭for‬ ‭instance,‬ ‭has‬ ‭issued‬ ‭reports‬
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‭condemning‬ ‭Japan's‬ ‭policy‬ ‭on‬ ‭the‬ ‭virtual‬ ‭representation‬ ‭of‬ ‭children‬ ‭in‬ ‭adult‬ ‭media.‬ ‭The‬ ‭UN‬

‭asserts‬ ‭that‬ ‭virtual‬ ‭child‬ ‭abuse‬ ‭breaches‬ ‭international‬ ‭human‬ ‭rights‬ ‭norms‬ ‭and‬ ‭contributes‬ ‭to‬

‭fostering‬‭social‬‭tolerance‬‭for‬‭exploitative‬‭acts,‬‭recommending‬‭that‬‭Japan‬‭amend‬‭its‬‭legislation‬‭to‬

‭align with international human rights law.‬‭2‬

‭However,‬ ‭the‬ ‭Japanese‬ ‭government,‬ ‭supported‬ ‭by‬ ‭the‬ ‭"pro‬ ‭status‬ ‭quo‬ ‭coalition,"‬ ‭has‬ ‭strongly‬

‭rebutted‬‭these‬‭criticisms.‬‭It‬‭has‬‭asserted‬‭that‬‭the‬‭UN‬‭report‬‭is‬‭inaccurate‬‭and‬‭demonstrates‬‭a‬‭lack‬

‭of‬ ‭understanding‬ ‭of‬ ‭Japan's‬ ‭unique‬ ‭culture.‬ ‭The‬ ‭government‬ ‭maintains‬ ‭that‬ ‭virtual‬ ‭child‬

‭pornography‬ ‭is‬ ‭not‬ ‭considered‬ ‭child‬ ‭pornography‬ ‭under‬ ‭domestic‬ ‭or‬ ‭binding‬‭international‬‭law,‬

‭thereby‬ ‭defending‬ ‭its‬ ‭current‬ ‭legal‬ ‭stance.‬‭2‬ ‭This‬ ‭international‬ ‭pressure‬ ‭highlights‬ ‭a‬ ‭tension‬

‭between‬ ‭national‬ ‭sovereignty—Japan's‬ ‭right‬ ‭to‬ ‭define‬ ‭its‬ ‭own‬ ‭laws‬ ‭and‬ ‭cultural‬ ‭norms—and‬

‭evolving‬‭international‬‭human‬‭rights‬‭standards,‬‭particularly‬‭concerning‬‭child‬‭protection‬‭in‬‭digital‬

‭media.‬ ‭This‬ ‭adds‬ ‭another‬ ‭layer‬ ‭of‬ ‭complexity‬ ‭to‬ ‭the‬ ‭criminological‬ ‭analysis,‬ ‭involving‬

‭considerations‬ ‭of‬ ‭international‬ ‭law‬ ‭and‬ ‭cultural‬ ‭relativism‬ ‭in‬ ‭the‬ ‭context‬ ‭of‬ ‭criminal‬ ‭justice‬

‭policy.‬

‭The 2014 Ban on Possession of Child Pornography (excluding virtual)‬

‭In‬ ‭2014,‬ ‭Japan‬ ‭took‬ ‭a‬ ‭significant‬ ‭legislative‬ ‭step‬ ‭by‬ ‭amending‬ ‭its‬ ‭Act‬ ‭on‬ ‭Punishment‬ ‭of‬

‭Activities‬ ‭Relating‬ ‭to‬ ‭Child‬ ‭Prostitution‬ ‭and‬ ‭Child‬ ‭Pornography.‬‭This‬‭amendment‬‭criminalized‬

‭the‬ ‭simple‬ ‭possession‬ ‭of‬ ‭child‬ ‭pornography,‬‭thereby‬‭closing‬‭a‬‭previous‬‭loophole‬‭in‬‭the‬‭nation's‬

‭prohibition‬ ‭law.‬‭31‬ ‭This‬ ‭was‬ ‭a‬ ‭notable‬ ‭move‬ ‭towards‬ ‭aligning‬ ‭with‬ ‭international‬ ‭standards‬

‭regarding child protection.‬

‭Crucially,‬ ‭however,‬ ‭this‬ ‭ban‬ ‭did‬ ‭not‬ ‭apply‬ ‭to‬ ‭hentai‬ ‭in‬ ‭anime‬ ‭and‬ ‭manga‬‭.‬‭31‬ ‭This‬ ‭specific‬

‭carve-out‬ ‭was‬ ‭a‬ ‭deliberate‬ ‭decision‬ ‭made‬ ‭to‬ ‭prevent‬ ‭potential‬ ‭abuse‬ ‭of‬ ‭the‬ ‭law‬ ‭and‬ ‭to‬ ‭protect‬

‭freedom‬ ‭of‬ ‭expression,‬ ‭a‬ ‭principle‬ ‭deeply‬ ‭enshrined‬ ‭in‬ ‭the‬ ‭Japanese‬ ‭Constitution.‬‭31‬ ‭This‬

‭legislative‬ ‭compromise‬ ‭reflects‬ ‭the‬ ‭effectiveness‬ ‭of‬‭the‬‭"pro‬‭status‬‭quo‬‭coalition"‬‭in‬‭preserving‬

‭the‬‭legality‬‭of‬‭virtual‬‭content.‬‭It‬‭suggests‬‭a‬‭legal‬‭distinction‬‭that‬‭prioritizes‬‭artistic‬‭freedom‬‭over‬

‭potential‬ ‭indirect‬ ‭societal‬ ‭harms‬ ‭from‬ ‭fictional‬ ‭depictions,‬ ‭a‬ ‭position‬ ‭that‬ ‭remains‬
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‭criminologically‬‭contentious.‬‭This‬‭specific‬‭legislative‬‭decision‬‭reveals‬‭the‬‭power‬‭dynamics‬‭of‬‭the‬

‭opposing‬ ‭coalitions‬ ‭and‬ ‭the‬ ‭deeply‬ ‭ingrained‬ ‭value‬ ‭placed‬ ‭on‬ ‭freedom‬ ‭of‬ ‭expression‬ ‭in‬‭Japan.‬

‭From‬ ‭a‬ ‭criminological‬‭perspective,‬‭it‬‭raises‬‭fundamental‬‭questions‬‭about‬‭the‬‭perceived‬‭harm‬‭of‬

‭"virtual"‬ ‭versus‬ ‭"real"‬ ‭content‬ ‭and‬ ‭whether‬‭this‬‭legal‬‭distinction‬‭adequately‬‭addresses‬‭concerns‬

‭about the normalization of violence or potential links to real-world offending, even if indirect.‬

‭7. Conclusion: Implications for Criminology and Policy‬

‭The‬‭relationship‬‭between‬‭Japanese‬‭pornography‬‭and‬‭rape‬‭is‬‭demonstrably‬‭complex,‬‭defying‬‭any‬

‭simplistic‬ ‭causal‬ ‭narratives.‬ ‭Empirical‬ ‭data‬ ‭from‬ ‭Japan‬ ‭between‬ ‭1972‬ ‭and‬ ‭1995‬ ‭indicates‬ ‭a‬

‭counter-intuitive‬‭correlation:‬‭increased‬‭pornography‬‭availability‬‭coincided‬‭with‬‭a‬‭decrease‬‭in‬‭sex‬

‭crimes,‬‭including‬‭rape.‬‭1‬ ‭This‬‭finding‬‭potentially‬‭lends‬‭support‬‭to‬‭the‬‭"pornographic‬‭substitution"‬

‭theory,‬ ‭suggesting‬‭that‬‭for‬‭some‬‭individuals,‬‭consumption‬‭of‬‭fantasy‬‭material‬‭might‬‭serve‬‭as‬‭an‬

‭outlet,‬ ‭thereby‬ ‭reducing‬ ‭the‬ ‭incidence‬ ‭of‬ ‭real-world‬ ‭violent‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭behavior.‬ ‭However,‬ ‭this‬

‭observation does not negate concerns regarding the content of Japanese pornography, particularly‬

‭hentai‬ ‭genres‬ ‭that‬ ‭normalize‬ ‭non-consensual‬ ‭acts‬ ‭through‬ ‭"no‬ ‭means‬ ‭yes"‬ ‭tropes‬ ‭and‬ ‭the‬

‭sexualization‬ ‭of‬ ‭tears.‬‭22‬ ‭These‬ ‭depictions,‬ ‭through‬ ‭mechanisms‬ ‭like‬ ‭social‬ ‭learning‬ ‭and‬

‭cultivation,‬ ‭may‬ ‭contribute‬ ‭to‬‭"perceptual‬‭fault‬‭lines"‬‭and‬‭gender‬‭bias‬‭in‬‭understanding‬‭consent‬

‭within society.‬‭23‬

‭Furthermore,‬‭the‬‭Japanese‬‭Adult‬‭Video‬‭(AV)‬‭industry‬‭itself‬‭presents‬‭significant‬‭issues‬‭related‬‭to‬

‭"involuntary‬ ‭consent"‬ ‭and‬ ‭exploitation.‬ ‭These‬ ‭issues‬ ‭are‬ ‭driven‬ ‭by‬ ‭deeply‬ ‭ingrained‬ ‭cultural‬

‭scripts‬‭and‬‭pervasive‬‭social‬‭stigma,‬‭even‬‭in‬‭the‬‭face‬‭of‬‭recent‬‭legal‬‭reforms‬‭aimed‬‭at‬‭empowering‬

‭actors‬‭to‬‭terminate‬‭contracts.‬‭21‬ ‭The‬‭pervasive‬‭underreporting‬‭of‬‭rape‬‭and‬‭the‬‭severe‬‭"justice‬‭gap"‬

‭within‬ ‭Japan's‬ ‭criminal‬ ‭justice‬ ‭system‬ ‭underscore‬ ‭systemic‬ ‭problems‬ ‭of‬ ‭impunity‬ ‭for‬ ‭sex‬

‭offenders‬‭and‬‭institutionalized‬‭victim-blaming.‬‭These‬‭issues‬‭are‬‭profoundly‬‭influenced‬‭by‬‭deeply‬

‭ingrained‬ ‭gender‬ ‭biases‬ ‭and‬ ‭the‬ ‭prevalence‬ ‭of‬ ‭"rape‬ ‭myths"‬ ‭within‬ ‭the‬ ‭legal‬ ‭and‬ ‭societal‬

‭frameworks.‬‭23‬ ‭Criminological‬‭theories,‬‭such‬‭as‬‭the‬‭Confluence‬‭Model,‬‭suggest‬‭that‬‭pornography‬

‭may act as a‬

‭catalyst‬‭for‬‭individuals‬‭already‬‭predisposed‬‭to‬‭offend,‬‭rather‬‭than‬‭serving‬‭as‬‭a‬‭direct‬‭cause‬‭for‬‭all‬
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‭individuals.‬‭27‬ ‭This‬ ‭implies‬ ‭that‬ ‭the‬ ‭relationship‬ ‭is‬ ‭mediated‬ ‭by‬ ‭individual‬ ‭vulnerabilities‬ ‭and‬

‭pre-existing psychological traits.‬

‭It‬ ‭is‬ ‭paramount‬ ‭to‬ ‭highlight‬ ‭the‬ ‭critical‬ ‭distinction‬ ‭between‬ ‭consensual‬ ‭BDSM‬ ‭practices‬ ‭and‬

‭non-consensual‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭violence.‬ ‭Consensual‬ ‭BDSM,‬ ‭characterized‬ ‭by‬ ‭explicit‬ ‭consent,‬

‭negotiation,‬ ‭and‬ ‭established‬ ‭safety‬ ‭protocols‬ ‭4‬‭,‬ ‭is‬ ‭fundamentally‬ ‭distinct‬ ‭from‬ ‭rape‬ ‭and‬ ‭sexual‬

‭assault,‬ ‭which‬ ‭are‬‭non-consensual‬‭acts‬‭of‬‭violence.‬‭Conflating‬‭these‬‭two‬‭categories‬‭undermines‬

‭both the understanding of consensual sexual expression and the severity of sexual crime.‬

‭For‬ ‭future‬ ‭criminological‬ ‭research‬ ‭and‬ ‭policy‬ ‭considerations‬ ‭in‬ ‭Japan,‬ ‭a‬ ‭multi-faceted‬ ‭and‬

‭holistic approach is necessary:‬

‭●‬ ‭Further‬ ‭Longitudinal‬ ‭Studies:‬ ‭Conduct‬ ‭more‬ ‭contemporary‬ ‭and‬ ‭comprehensive‬

‭longitudinal‬ ‭studies‬ ‭in‬ ‭Japan‬ ‭to‬ ‭re-examine‬ ‭the‬ ‭correlation‬ ‭between‬ ‭pornography‬

‭availability,‬‭the‬‭evolution‬‭of‬‭its‬‭content,‬‭and‬‭actual‬‭sexual‬‭violence‬‭rates.‬‭Such‬‭studies‬‭must‬

‭meticulously‬ ‭account‬ ‭for‬‭the‬‭nuances‬‭of‬‭reporting‬‭and‬‭prosecution,‬‭which‬‭are‬‭known‬‭to‬‭be‬

‭significant challenges.‬

‭●‬ ‭Victim-Centered‬ ‭Research:‬ ‭Prioritize‬ ‭victim-centered‬ ‭research‬ ‭to‬ ‭gain‬ ‭a‬ ‭deeper‬

‭understanding‬ ‭of‬ ‭the‬ ‭barriers‬ ‭preventing‬ ‭the‬ ‭reporting‬ ‭of‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭violence‬ ‭in‬ ‭Japan.‬ ‭This‬

‭includes‬ ‭investigating‬ ‭the‬ ‭profound‬ ‭impact‬ ‭of‬ ‭cultural‬ ‭norms,‬ ‭social‬ ‭stigma,‬ ‭and‬ ‭victims'‬

‭experiences within the criminal justice system on their decision to report.‬

‭●‬ ‭Legal‬ ‭System‬ ‭Reform:‬ ‭Advocate‬ ‭for‬ ‭continued‬ ‭and‬ ‭robust‬ ‭reforms‬ ‭within‬ ‭the‬ ‭Japanese‬

‭legal‬ ‭system‬ ‭to‬ ‭explicitly‬ ‭address‬ ‭gender‬ ‭bias‬ ‭and‬ ‭challenge‬ ‭"rape‬ ‭myths."‬ ‭This‬ ‭involves‬

‭improving‬‭police‬‭investigation‬‭techniques‬‭and‬‭prosecutorial‬‭practices‬‭to‬‭reduce‬‭the‬‭"justice‬

‭gap"‬ ‭and‬ ‭enhance‬ ‭victim‬ ‭trust.‬ ‭Training‬ ‭for‬ ‭legal‬ ‭professionals‬ ‭on‬ ‭consent‬ ‭dynamics‬ ‭that‬

‭extend beyond mere physical resistance is crucial.‬

‭●‬ ‭Media‬ ‭Literacy‬ ‭and‬ ‭Critical‬ ‭Consumption:‬‭Develop‬‭and‬‭promote‬‭comprehensive‬‭media‬

‭literacy‬ ‭programs‬‭designed‬‭to‬‭encourage‬‭critical‬‭consumption‬‭of‬‭sexual‬‭media,‬‭particularly‬

‭hentai‬ ‭and‬ ‭AV.‬ ‭These‬ ‭programs‬ ‭should‬ ‭aim‬ ‭to‬ ‭challenge‬‭harmful‬‭tropes‬‭and‬‭foster‬‭a‬‭more‬

‭accurate understanding of enthusiastic and ongoing consent.‬

‭●‬ ‭Addressing‬ ‭Underlying‬ ‭Predispositions:‬ ‭Criminological‬ ‭interventions‬ ‭should‬ ‭broaden‬
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‭their‬ ‭focus‬ ‭beyond‬ ‭solely‬ ‭media‬ ‭consumption‬ ‭to‬ ‭identify‬ ‭and‬ ‭address‬ ‭the‬ ‭complex‬

‭psychological‬ ‭and‬ ‭social‬ ‭factors‬ ‭that‬ ‭predispose‬ ‭individuals‬ ‭to‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭aggression.‬ ‭This‬

‭involves a more nuanced understanding of offender typologies and risk factors.‬

‭●‬ ‭International‬ ‭Dialogue:‬ ‭Continue‬ ‭engagement‬ ‭with‬ ‭international‬ ‭human‬ ‭rights‬

‭organizations‬ ‭to‬ ‭foster‬ ‭constructive‬ ‭dialogue‬ ‭and‬ ‭explore‬ ‭potential‬ ‭harmonization‬‭of‬‭laws,‬

‭particularly‬‭concerning‬‭virtual‬‭child‬‭pornography.‬‭This‬‭must‬‭be‬‭undertaken‬‭while‬‭respecting‬

‭Japan's unique cultural specificities and constitutional guarantees of freedom of expression.‬

‭The‬‭complex‬‭findings‬‭necessitate‬‭a‬‭multi-faceted,‬‭holistic‬‭approach‬‭to‬‭crime‬‭prevention‬‭that‬‭goes‬

‭beyond‬ ‭a‬ ‭singular‬ ‭focus‬ ‭on‬‭pornography.‬‭Effective‬‭policy‬‭must‬‭simultaneously‬‭address‬‭cultural‬

‭norms,‬ ‭legal‬ ‭systemic‬ ‭biases,‬ ‭individual‬ ‭predispositions,‬ ‭and‬ ‭media‬ ‭representations‬ ‭to‬ ‭truly‬

‭impact‬ ‭the‬ ‭prevalence‬ ‭and‬ ‭prosecution‬ ‭of‬ ‭sexual‬ ‭violence‬ ‭in‬ ‭Japan.‬ ‭This‬ ‭implies‬ ‭that‬‭effective‬

‭criminological‬ ‭policy‬ ‭in‬ ‭Japan‬ ‭needs‬ ‭to‬ ‭be‬ ‭culturally‬ ‭sensitive,‬ ‭legally‬ ‭robust,‬ ‭and‬

‭psychologically‬ ‭informed,‬ ‭targeting‬ ‭the‬ ‭entire‬ ‭ecosystem‬ ‭of‬ ‭factors‬ ‭contributing‬ ‭to‬ ‭sexual‬

‭violence and impunity.‬
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